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                           EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
           (Handy reference list of numbers to call upon) 
 
                       When in sorrow:  Call John 14 

                                          When you worry:  Call Matthew 6:19-34 
                                  When your faith needs stirring:  Call Hebrews 11 
                          When you leave home for labor or travel:  Call Psalm 121 
                                 When you need courage for a task:  Call Joshua 1 
                              For Paul's secret to happiness:  Call Colossians 3:12-17 
          
                            Please note:  Emergency numbers may be dialed direct.   
                                            No operator assistance is necessary.   
                                     All lines to Heaven are open 24 hours a day!   
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MARCH 2023 
 

                REFLECTIONS FROM THE PASTOR 

 

                                  Some Thoughts on Grace 
 

 As you might imagine, it is not unusual for me to sit with grieving family members to discuss and      
arrange a memorial service for a loved one that has just passed. Without fail, a word often comes up that the 
family would like me to discuss and that word is grace. Grace is often defined as God’s unmerited favor,    
meaning that God’s favor is upon us and that we have not done anything to earn or receive this grace. The 
Apostle Paul put it this way in his letter to the church at Ephesus, By grace you are saved, not of works, lest   
anyone should boast.  

 As United Methodists, we think of God’s grace coming to us in three 
forms: Prevenient Grace, Justifying Grace, and Sanctifying Grace. When we 
say prevenient grace, we mean the love and grace of God that is with us from 
the moment we are born. It is the grace that woos and leads us towards the 
cross of Christ. Our Book of Discipline says that it is the grace that, “…
awakens in us an earnest longing for deliverance from sin and death and 
moves us toward repentance and faith.”   

 Our conversion experience, whether sudden and dramatic, or slow and 
gradual, is the result of justifying grace. This is the grace that restores our  
broken relationship with God and makes us a new creation in Christ, created 
for good works. As Methodists, we believe that personal transformation al-
ways expresses itself as faith working by love. We further believe that        
justifying grace gives us personal assurance of God’s transformative work in 
our lives.  

 Sanctifying grace furthers God’s redemptive work by leading us to grow deeper in our love and service 
to God and neighbor. Sanctifying grace draws us toward the gift of Christian perfection, which Wesley         
described as a heart “habitually filled with the love of God and neighbor” and as “having the mind of Christ and 
walking as he walked.” 

 I hope this brief summary on grace leads you to a deeper appreciation and wonder of God’s amazing 
grace!                           

   Pastor Marty     
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        ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 

MISSION:  CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE TO GOD BY BUILDING             

BRIDGES OF CARING, OUTREACH AND ACCEPTANCE 

     

                     PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR MILITARY 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and 

their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.      

         Sawyer Ball, the son of Marcia Jenkins-Ball and Carl Ball is with the U.S. Army.  He is 

assigned to Fort Carson in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  He is there with his wife, Sherry, and 

family.  

     Captain Brent Johnson is a pilot stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force .  He is married to 

Captain Catherine Johnson, who is retired from the Air Force.  His grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.   

     Sgt Christopher Larson is with the U.S. Army National Guard and is mobilized to Kuwait.  He will be there 

approximately nine months and is with the Guard unit from the Marquette/Ishpeming/Negaunee area.  He is the 

son of Kevin and Kathy Larson and the grandson of Barbara Larson and Freida Cox. 

     Command Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg in Fayette, N.C.  He is the son of John 

Lutz and the late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson. 

     CW4 Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter.  His 

parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan, and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson. 

      We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their 

loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space.  We welcome anyone to make 

your newsletter editors or our church office aware of them.  

 

                REMEMBRANCES     

    As I was skiing at Algonquin Ski Trail a week or so ago, I passed the bench 
at the back of the first loop, just before you either turn to head back to the 
parking lot or branch off to head towards the back loops. For some   reason, I 

stopped skiing and took a picture of the bench. I know I took the  picture because that bench always  reminds me 
of Charles Nairn . . . silly thing to serve as a reminder . . . but to me there is always his presence around that 
bench – probably because I would often find him sitting on that bench enjoying his cup of coffee and a conversa-
tion with anyone who would slow down and take a few minutes to converse with him. Margaret was never there – 
she was always off somewhere on the ski trail.   

     Anyway, the bench and my memories made me think about the fact that there are probably many of us at 
church who associate an item, a time of year, or a saying with someone who has a history in the church. I thought 
sharing those associations might keep the history of our church alive, but might also serve to bridge memories 
with others within the church. 

 Submitted by Sherry Hutchins 

(Editor's Note:  We would encourage others in our church family to consider submitting articles of their remembrances of events or peo-

ple in our church life.  Please submit them to blarson1517@charter.net or sharben@sbcglobal.net.)                    
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  ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1604 W Fourth  Avenue   

                  Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783  
Our March Worship Servants are:  

March 5—liturgist is Bev Atkins, communion steward is Bernita Sibbald and                                                

        greeter is Bev Harwood. 

March 12 - liturgist is Jim Atkins and greeters are Sam and Marcia White 

March 19 - greeter is Sharon Bennett 

March 26 - greeters are Todd and Mary Beth Vollick 

     United Women in Faith will resume meetings on Monday, March 6th at 6:30 p.m. at Algonquin Church. 

    

Submitted by Bernita Sibbald                                               

 

RECIPE ROUNDUP CORNER        

(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central churches.  We invite the    sharing of your favorite 
recipe.  Just write them out, include your name, and turn them into the box marked for “the Flame” outside of our     
secretary’s office, or email them to Barb Larson at  blarson1517@charter.net.  It can be desserts, entrees, beverages,  
appetizers, etc.)      

CHICKEN GNOCCHI SOUP 

(Olive Garden Copycat)  

3 Tbsp. butter                     ½ cup celery, thinly sliced                    1/4 cup grated onion     

½ cup grated carrots           1 Tbsp. minced garlic                            1/4 cup flour      

8 cups chicken broth           1/8 tsp. nutmeg              ½ tsp. thyme 

4 cups fresh baby spinach    2 cups chicken, roasted and diced       2 cups heavy cream  

 16 oz. gnocchi, frozen or fresh  

1.  Melt butter in large pan, add celery, onion, carrots and garlic.  Stir 1-2 minutes, until celery begins to       

soften.                                                                                                                                                                             

2.  Whisk in flour.  Add broth.                                                                                                                               

3.  Add chicken, thyme and nutmeg and stir well.  Bring to a boil and simmer 15 minutes.                                

4.  Heat the cream in a small pan.  Add to soup along with spinach and gnocchi.  Simmer 15-20 minutes or  

until gnocchi is cooked.                                                                                                                                                         

Optional: to thicken further, combine equal parts cornstarch and water as desired.  

       Submitted by Karen Donarski                 

(Karen found this recipe on-line, made it, and her mom brought it to our church luncheon in February. It was 

delicious!)     
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BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES  

    Central Birthdays 

  March 1  -  Mary Beth Aikens    March 11—Mallory Baier  

             March 2  -  Jerry Cook    March 12—Audrey Gillette              

  March 6  -  Ray Bell      March 21—Paul Aikens  

  March 8  -  Jim Arfstrom               March 23—Tom Brown    

                                                        Central Anniversaries                                                                                                        

March 1  -  Julie and Dennis Hill (43rd)                                                                                        

March 18—Kathy and Kevin Larson (28th) 

 

 

Algonquin Birthdays 

 March 18—Jeff Collia                                                                                                           

March 25—Emily Anderson (21st) 
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CANDY DONATIONS NEEDED FOR 

OUR EASTER EGG  HUNT!! 

    Please Drop Off Your Donations (any kind  of 

candy) in the Provided Boxes Found in the          

SAVE THE DATE   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

Monday, June 26-Friday, June 30 

9 am – 12 pm / Central United Methodist 
Church 

 

 

 

   NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY 

                                                

LENT BEGAN on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023.   

Lent will run until Palm Sunday, April 2.  Easter Sunday is April 9. 

     

 

DON’T FORGET TO SET YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD AN HOUR  

BEFORE BEDTIME ON MARCH 11TH!!!   

      Remember, Spring ahead, Fall back.   

                               Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 12 2023 

 

                                                

Attention, Families of Graduates 

Do you have a high school or a higher education graduate in your family?  If so, please be 

thinking ahead and submit some information about them so we can recognize them in an up-

coming issue of “The Flame.”  Also include a photo of your high school graduate.  You can 

phone me at 906-632-7958, or send your information via email to blarson1517@charter.net,  

Thanks in advance, Barb Larson  

 

 

Algonquin United Methodist Church. Thank you for the Walmart gift card. The gift card was 

very much appreciated. 

Sue Mackie   

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A REMINDER: The deadline for material to be submitted for our next “Flame,” the 

April 2023 issue, is noon on March 15, 2023.   
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Remember to keep up with your pledge and your giving to our two churches 

Your continued faithfulness will help us keep current with our  



            

 WE EXTEND OUR CONDOLENCES.....       

     (Editor’s Note: Our condolences this month are rather belated, but nevertheless  

heartfelt.  We extend our sympathy to friends and families of those we have lost.)  

      

Frances Anderson passed away on December 2, 2022 at Freighter’s View Assisted Living.  She was born in 

Sault Ste. Marie on December 1, 1927.  She was predeceased by her husband, John, to whom she was married 

for 54 years.  They had a daughter, Nancy Wilson (Don), another daughter, Michele Savoie, and a son, James 

Anderson.  They had 6 grandchildren, among them Lauren and Ian Wilson.      

     Lois Farnsworth passed away on January 17, 2023, which was just short of her 86th birthday, which was 

on February 15th.  She lived the past few years with her son, Carl, and his wife, Rose, and her much loved cat, 

Leopold.  She got Leopold as a rescue cat and she often said that no one could possibly be sad with him around.   

Lois had two other sons and she was predeceased by her daughter Ellen.  She greatly enjoyed her grandchildren 

and great grandchildren.  She was a native of Sault Ste. Marie and a long time member of Central United    

Methodist Church.  In her younger years she sang in the chancel choir.  Her parents were Raymond and Eleanor 

Wright, also members of Central, as was her sister, Donna Ewing, and another sister, Mary.   

             .....And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.....Revelation 7:17b  

 

      

Easter Flower Order for 2023  

    I would like to order a plant(s) to be displayed at Central UMC on Easter Sunday (April 9, 2023).   

        _____ Chrysanthemum ($20.00)        _____ Daffodil ($17.00)          _____Tulip ($17.00) 

 _____ Hydrangea ($28.00)                 _____ Lily ($16.00)                 _____ Azalea  ($25.00) 

Please indicate how you would like the flower dedication listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin.                               

Please print clearly: 

In honor of:_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

In memory of :______________________________________________________________________  

 
For the glory of Easter:__________         

 
By:___________________________________________________             Total Amount: $_____________ 

            
Telephone:_____________________________ 

 

Please place the completed form and payment in the Sunday morning offering plate, mail it to the church, or  

turn it in to the church office by Sunday, March 19, 2023.  Please plan to take your plant after the Easter  

service. 
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Family Night – March 15 2023 at 5:30 pm 

Join us for a great dinner, fellowship and learning about the 7 Habits of Happy Kids and Highly 
Effective Families 

Habit 6 Synergize – Together is Better 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 According to Covey, collaboration creates an outcome that’s greater than the sum of its parts, as 

in 1+1 = 3 or more for example, the harmony of two people singing together is entirely different 
than any sound either could produce alone. This is possible because the relationship itself adds 
value by creating the opportunity for collaboration. Covey suggests that the collaborative 
process then strengthens the relationship. When people feel trusted, their brains release   
higher levels of oxytocin, which makes them more trustworthy and trusting. As a result, in   
high-trust environments, people become more productive and collaborative. 
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The Big Bad Badgers 

Working alone the 7 Oaks gang couldn’t 

score even one goal against the Badgers. 

But once they started focusing on each 

other’s unique strengths and began to 

play as a team, they were unstoppable.   

It’s just like Helen Keller once said: 

“Alone we can do so little; together we 

can do so much.” 

 

Synergy is about valuing differences 

Surround yourself with people who off-set 

your weaknesses. 

Work together to create solutions better 

than anyone could create on their own. 

Get the most from the team by recognizing 

each participants unique strengths. 


