
 
   Monthly Newsletter 

for 

    Central and Algonquin United Methodist Churches 
                       Office: 111 East Spruce Street - (906) 632-8672 Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783 

                 Pastor: The Reverend Marty Johnston 
Administrative Assistant:  McKenzy Sebastian 

centralumc632@gmail.com/Website: www.cumcsoo.org  
 Editors: Barbara Larson and Sharon Jones 

  
 

DECEMBER 2022/JANUARY 2023 
 

                REFLECTIONS FROM THE PASTOR 

It’s that time of the year again where we turn our thoughts towards Christmas and the    
coming new year. This will be our first winter experience up here and Tina and I have     
received lots of suggestions on how to cope. We’ve heard of the endlessly long evenings, 

the bone shivering cold, and the endless snow. I’m hoping that at least some of what we’ve heard is exaggera-
tion, but time will tell. So it shouldn’t come as a surprise that I’ve been pondering a hymn: In the Bleak       
Midwinter, especially the first verse, which says: 

     In the bleak mid-winter 
     Frosty wind made moan 
     Earth stood hard as iron, 
     Water like a stone; 
     Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
     Snow on snow, 
     In the bleak mid-winter 
     Long ago. 

 Although this verse is intended to describe Bethlehem long ago, based 
on the stories we’ve been told, it sounds like it could have been written here! 
Thankfully, the hymn quickly turns from the physical realm and begins to 
contrast the majesty and humility of our Lord Jesus Christ. The second verse 
poetically suggests that He, whom Heaven cannot contain, was born in a    
stable. This reminds me of a favorite line from another hymn (can you name 
it?*) that says Jesus emptied himself of all but love.  

 What really makes this hymn special for me is that after presenting  
reflective stanzas on the Christ child, it reserves its last verse to openly ponder 
our best response to the wondrous event of His birth: 

     What can I give Him, 
     Poor as I am? — 
     If I were a Shepherd 
     I would bring a lamb; 
     If I were a Wise Man 
     I would do my part, — 
     Yet what I can I give Him, — 
     Give my heart. 

             

           (Continued on the next page) 
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Pastor’s Perspective Continued: 

 I can’t possibly think of a better response. May we grow deeper in our love and service to God and neigh-
bor during this time of the year. Tina and I send our well wishes to everyone for a blessed Christmas and a New 
Year filled with God’s peace and joy. I would be remiss if I didn’t include our beloved Aussie, Domino. As only 
he can express it, may you be blessed with many treats in the coming days.  

  *And Can it Be? 

           Pastor Marty 

 

         

ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES  

MISSION:  CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE TO GOD BY BUILDING BRIDGES 

OF CARING, OUTREACH AND ACCEPTANCE 

     

 

     PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR MILITARY 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and 

their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.      

              Gavin Povey, the grandson of Diana and Ron Morgan is in the Air Force and             

stationed in Great Falls, Montana.  His wife, Jewel, is also in the Air Force and also in       

Montana with him and their son, Eli Morgan Povey.       

    . Brent N. Johnson is a pilot stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force.  He is married to         

Catherine, and she is also in the Air Force, in Intelligence.  Hi grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.  

     Sawyer Ball, the son of Marcia and Carl Ball, is with the U.S. Army and stationed in Fort Carson in Colorado 

Springs, Colorado.  His wife Sherry and family are there with him.  

     Command Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg, in Fayette, N.C.  He is the son of John 

Lutz and the late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson. 

     CWS Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter.  His 

parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan, and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson. 

     We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their 

loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space.  We welcome anyone to make 

your newsletter editors or our church office aware of them.  

 

 

      

  A REMINDER: The deadline for material to be submitted for our next “Flame,” the February 2023 issue, 

is noon on January 15, 2023.        
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   NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                 

 SPECIAL DATES TO REMEMBER 

November 27, 2022 was the first Sunday of ADVENT.    

 Advent traditionally means “arrival” or “coming,”  especially of something having great importance.   

  We now begin to look forward to the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

December 4  is the second Sunday of ADVENT.  The Love Offering will go to Walk for Warmth. 

December 11 is the third Sunday of ADVENT.  

December 18 is the fourth Sunday of ADVENT 

December 21 is the Blue Christmas Service, 7:00 p.m. at Central 

December 24 is the Christmas Eve Service, 7:00 at Central 

December 25 is Christmas Day.  Have a blessed Christmas! 

January 1, 2023: A Happy and Blessed New Year to all!    

January 6, 2023:  Epiphany.  This comes from the Greek word which means “appearance” or 

 “manifestation.”  It refers to the Wise Men who saw the appearance of God in                            

   the infant Jesus, and it is also known as Three Kings Day.  It is always on January 6th.  

                            

              

               

 Central’s Worship Servants for the month of December are: 

December 4:   Liturgist Sherry Hutchins and Greeters are Tom Brown and Kelley Bunker  

December 11: Liturgist Kathy Packman and Greeters are Norb Bennin and Colleen Arbic 

December 18: Liturgist Jackie Willey and Greeters are Tom Brown and Mary Arfstrom 

December 24: Liturgist Marcia Jenkins-Ball and Greeters are Norb Bennin and Karen Sabatine 

December 25: Liturgist Jerry Bell and Greeters are Tom Brown and Ginger Bath 

  

                                                        ALL SAINTS’ DAY  

     Since the 4th century, the Christian church has been setting aside a time to remember 

those who have passed on. On November 6, 2022, All Saints’ Day, the following from  

Central were remembered at Central United Methodist Church: Anne Bolton, Edgar      

Wilson, Dale Miller, Shelby Myers, Virginia Hobough, Todd DeWeese, John Kaunisto and 

Rob Roos. 

     Those remembered from Algonquin Church were Bernice Sage, Bob Leslie, Clayton 

“Randy” Bennett and Sandra Hiss.                                
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CENTRAL’S UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH BAZAAR 

    The "Star of Bethlehem" annual bazaar was a huge success.  What was truly inspiring was 
the number of people who volunteered to help, as in baking, serving, selling, decorating,    
setting up and taking down.  Thank you to all these special people who we are so lucky to 
have in our church family. I want to thank Melissa McLain, Lori Horner, Terri Lamerouex, 
and Debbie Smart for decorating the fellowship hall so beautifully with silk poinsettias gra-
ciously donated by Hobby Lobby.  Thank you to Cathy Wilkinson, Kara Lalonde, the Sweet 
Adeline’s quartet and the women's choir for adding the beauty of Christmas music.  

     There is always something that stands out to me each year, and this year it was the new people to our        
community and church who pitched in.  Jim Bankston, who worked one whole day hauling boxes for Attic 
Treasures, and Joe and Sue Anne Bartelsmeyer (Sue Anne is the new Anchor House Director) who greeted       
visitors to the bazaar.  Thank you to Dave LaLonde and Shane Cadreau for taking down tables.  We continue to 
be a church blessed with involved, wonderful people.  Thank you all, you made the day perfect. 

The total raised was $3,762.75, and the breakdown from the bazaar is as follows: 

    Attic Treasures $   550                                                                                                                      
    Bake Booth        737                                                                                                                       
    Cookie Walk        304                                                                                                                       
    Crafts      1,146.75                                                                                                                     
    Sewing/Knits        315                                                                                                                       
    Kitchen          60                                                                                                                      
    Tickets         650 

Submitted by Jackie Willey 

Following are pictures from the bazaar provided by Sherry Hutchins 
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 CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

     Chris Larson, who has been awarded the Army Achievement Medal and a certificate which reads in part: 

     To Sergeant Christopher R. Larson, Forward Support Company, 107 Engineer Battalion, for exceptional and 

commendable achievement while assigned as the non-commissioned officer in charge of the ammunition holding 

point.  Sgt. Larson’s selfless service is in keeping with the finest traditions of military service and brings great 

credit upon himself, the forward support company, the 177th Military Police Brigade, the Michigan Army       

National Guard and the United States Army. 

     Chris is the son of Kevin and Kathy Larson and the grandson of Barbara and the late Bob   

Larson.    He is  attending Northern Michigan University and is attached to the Marquette unit of 

the National Guard.    

      Taryn Pratt, a junior at Sault Area High School was accepted in the National Honor Society.  

She also plays hockey for the Kalkaska K-Stars U19 out of Kalkaska, MI.  She is the daughter of Peter and 

Michele Pratt and has a sister Taylor.  She is the granddaughter of Rachel Pratt.  Taryn attends the Algonquin 

Church 

 

                                                    

THE MITTEN/SOCK TREE   

     The Mitten/Sock Tree is up and is located by the elevator on the 2nd floor of Central 

Church.  It will remain up all winter, so our church family is invited to be generous with gifts 

of mittens and socks. Surprisingly, we have found that socks are the item most needed.  We 

ask that baby sizes not be donated, but items for all other ages are very welcomed.  You may 

drop off your items when you come for church services or are in the downtown area during 

church office hours.  These things are distributed to our area schools, the Diane Peppler     

Shelter and the men’s and women’s shelters,. They are very happy to receive them and stress 

how needed they are.  (The Back Pack Program has been discontinued at the request of   

Lincoln School, and all remaining food has been given to the school.)    

 

CENTRAL’S REBECCA CIRCLE 

     Central’s Rebecca Circle met on November 21st at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall and continued the video 

series, “Keep it Shut—What to Say and How to Say It.”  All women interested in joining for the video,           

discussion, and, of course, refreshments, are very welcome.  Also, the Community Action Agency has arranged 

for us to provide gifts and groceries for two families at Christmas.  We are only able to do this because of the 

generosity of our church members at our pie sale.  We use the funds raised for this purpose.  We experience such 

joy to be able to help parents who are trying very hard to provide for their families.  Gift wrapping for our        

families will take place on December 19th at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  The gifts and groceries will be 

delivered the following day. 

     Rebecca members wish everyone a Merry Christmas! 

Submitted by Jackie Willey                                             
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STEWARDSHIP  

 

     The 2023 Stewardship Emphasis entitled “Freely You Have Received, Freely Give,” was concluded on      

October 30, 2022 with a sub luncheon and fellowship in the church social hall. 

     The figures on the chart below show a comparison of the Stewardship Emphasis for the years                         

2021, 2022, and the numbers for the year 2023, as of this date- 

     2021   2022   2023  

Number of Pledges           59                   57                   43 

Pledged to General Fund        $106,280        $112,416                     $85,730  

Pledged to Building Fund        $  17,762         $ 11,722          $ 8,672 

Pledged to Apportionments        $     8,640         $  10,900           $ 6,532 

    These 2023 totals are very concerning to members of the Finance Committee and should be to members and 

friends of the church as well.  Central  has a budget that has been approved by both the Finance Committee and 

the Administrative Council. A portion is allocated for salaries, benefits, office expenses, utilities (heat, light   

water) and insurance for both the church and the parsonage. (Algonquin contributes to these expenses.).  In    

addition, there are the regular church programs that are funded, including worship, education and missions/

outreach.   Central is a member of the Northern Skies District and the Detroit Conference of the United Method-

ist Church and as such has financial responsibilities to them. 

     Central has for many years taken responsibility to meet all their obligations.  We ask each member and friend 

to prayerfully consider our financial condition as we leave 2022 and enter 2023.  Pledges may still be made.  Just 

fill out the form and turn it in to the church office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday morning. 

Submitted by the Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

Interesting Facts You Might Not Know About the Gospel of Luke 

• Luke is the longest book of the New Testament. 

• One half of its material is unique and not found elsewhere. 

• Luke presents 5 new miracles and 17 new parables. 

• Women are prominent throughout Luke. 

• Samaritans are repeatedly mentioned. 

• Luke gives considerable attention to riches and poverty. 

This information was gleaned from “Introduction to the New Testament” by Mark Powell, and Pastor Marty 

used it in a sermon earlier this year.                                 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Advent Worship Highlights: 

December 4-2nd Sunday of Advent, Peace.  Soup Luncheon following the morning service. 

December 11-3rd Sunday of Advent, Joy.  Wear festive holiday clothing, Children’s Program during the   

worship service, 3:00 p.m. SteelTown Brass Band Concert, John Wilkinson, Director, Admission by donation. 

December 21 –Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Service.  A quiet and contemplative service for anyone 

experiencing grief or struggling with loss. 

December 24-Christmas Eve, 7:00 p.m.  Special guests are the SteelTown Brass Quartet with a special             

reception following the service in the Fellowship Hall. 

December 25-Christmas Day, 10:30 a.m. at Central.  One service for both churches with special guests, the 

SteelTown Brass Quartet, with a time of singing. 

Worship help is needed:  Communion Stewards, Greeters, Ushers and Liturgists.  Help is also needed for         

set-up and clean-up of the coffee hour following the church service. 

If you can help, contact:  Cathy Wilkinson at wilkinsoncathy@ymail.com 

 

Submitted by Cathy Wilkinson 

 

 

                            

                    POINSETTIAS FOR CENTRAL’S CHRISTMAS 2022 

To order a plant for Central’s Christmas services,  please fill out the form below. You may 

honor or memorialize someone in this manner. The cost is $19.25 per plant.  Please print 

clearly.  Orders should be made and turned in by Sunday, December 4th.  Poinsettias may 

be taken home after the Christmas Eve service.   

                                                                                                                                                                                  

Your name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please reserve # __________ flowers ($19.25 per plant)     TOTAL:  $_____________ 

The designation should read (please circle one):   In memory of     In honor of       For the glory of Christmas 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________               

From:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Order Deadline is December 4th.   Please mark checks poinsettia and make them payable to: Central United 

Methodist Church,111 East Spruce St., Sault Sainte Marie, MI  49783  
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  ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1604 W Fourth  Avenue   

                  Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783  
Worship Servants for December and January are 

December 4th:  Liturgist -Bev Atkins, Communion-Bernita Sibbald, Greeters-Todd and Mary Beth Vollick 

December 11th:  Liturgist-Jim Atkins, Greeter-Sandy gaus, Coffee Hour-UWF 

December 18th:  Liturgist-Marcia White, Greeter-Bev Harwood 

December 24th:  Christmas Eve: Liturgist-Emily Anderson, Greeter-Kaitlyn and Mackenzie Anderson,                                

                  Ushers-Bob and Bernita Sibbald 

January 1st:  Liturgist-Bev Atkins, Communion-Bernita Sibbald, Greeter-Bob and Bernita Sibbald 

January 8th:  Liturgist-Jim Atkins, Greeter-Laura Anderson 

January 15th:  Greeter-Sandy Gaus 

January 22nd:  Greeter-Bev Harwood 

January 29th:   Greeter-Rachel Pratt 

News to Share 

     The Algonquin UWF will host a Christmas Cookies and Treats Sale immediately following the worship        

service on December 11th.  Please stop downstairs and enjoy refreshments while you shop for your Christmas 

cookies and treats, which will be sold by donation. 

      Algonquin UWF hosted a wreath making class with Annette from Co-ed Flowers.  There was a great turn 

out from both Algonquin and Central Churches, 20 total.  It was a great time, and so many beautiful wreaths 

were made.  Check out our Facebook page to see all the wonderful creations.  Below are pictures of Grace 

Rousseau , from Algonquin, and Jackie Willey, from Central, who participated in this event.                        

Submitted by Bernita Sibbald                     
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Christian Education Invites You To: 

Advent Family Night 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 

Dinner at 5:00 pm 
Christmas Crafts 5:30 – 6:30 pm 
Children Christmas Program rehearsal 6:30 -7:00 

A fun night is planned for everyone. Grab a friend a family member or come on your 
own.  We hope you will join us for dinner, fellowship and creating Christmas crafts. 

 
This year the children’s Christmas program will be part of our Joy Sunday celebration on 

Sunday, December 11th during worship service.  
The children will be sharing 

The Sounds of Christmas 
 

Christmas is a time of JOY. 
BELLS ring to remind us to give to charities. 

We RUSH to buy presents, SHAKE presents, and celebrate with holiday PARTIES. 
But in all the hustle and bustle of activity, let’s QUIET our hearts for a few minutes to remember the very first 

Christmas. 
 

There are speaking, music and acting parts 
We invite and encourage children of all ages to come and participate. 
Rehearsals for the Children’s Christmas program will be during Sunday children’s worship time 
downstairs and: 
Sunday, November 27th from 9:50 – 10:15 before church 
Sunday, December 4th from 9:50 – 10:15 before church & 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm  
Sunday, December 11th from 9:50 – 10:15 before church 

 
Text or Call Terri Bush at:  906-440-2850 if you have questions or need more information 
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              BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES  

    Central Birthdays 

  December 1 —Earl Tomlinson    January 1 —Marge Tomlinson 

  December 8— Lori Horner    January 3 —Kathy Packman 

  December 15—Gwen Worley     January 4 — Doris Kelly  

  December 15—Mary Arfstrom   January 7 —Tony McLain               

  December 20—Dorothy Morley   January 11—Peter Bush                     

  December 25—Lynn LeCureux   January 18—Carl Ball                          

  December 27—Kristen Hartman   January 27—Joan Shadnaw               

  December 30—Bernie Arbic    January 28—Doug Kirkpatrick                   

         January 29—Linda Bell  

   

Central Anniversaries                                                                                                        

December 24—Doris and Mike Kelly (51st)                                                                                         

January 2—Evelyn and Peter Bush (63rd) 

 January 8 —Barb and Jon Carlisle (46th)     

                                                                            

 

 

Algonquin Birthdays 

   December 6  -  Shelly White Thomas  January 3  -  Melissa Wilson 

  December 14—Jaiden Porcaro (19th)   January 4  -  Rachel Pratt                     

  December 19—Emily Wilson    January 16—Eric Thomas                        

  December 24—Macy Collia (14th)   January 24—Joshua Collia                 

         January 30—Corrine Meicher   

Algonquin Anniversaries 

December 22—Frances and Jim Sylvester                                                                                           

January 8 —Grace and Ed Rousseau (56th) 

 

The congregations of Algonquin and Central Churches wish Pastor Marty a                                                      

very Happy birthday on December 16. 
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Family Night – December 14, 2022 at 5:30 pm 

Join us for a great dinner, fellowship and learning about the 7 Habits of Happy Kids and High-
ly Effective Families 

Pokey and the Spelling Test 

 

Pokey learns how awful it can feel when you procrastinate and put things off. Like when Pokey crammed 
the night before the test.  Contrast with how good it feels when you are prepared. As a wise person once 

put it, “Do what you have to do so you can do what you want to do”. 
 

 

It’s never too late to join us for Family Night and learn about the 7 Habits 

which are listed on the next page.  
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                                                RECIPE ROUNDUP CORNER        

(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central churches.  We invite the    sharing of your favorite 
recipe.  Just write them out, include your name, and turn them into the box marked for “the Flame” outside of our sec-
retary’s office, or email them to Barb Larson at  blarson1517@charter.net.  It can be desserts, entrees, beverages,  
appetizers, etc.)          

APPLE CINNAMON PANCAKES WITH WARMED CIDER SAUCE 

Pancakes: 2 cups pancake or biscuit mix     ½ teaspoon cinnamon     1 egg 

                   1 1/3 cups milk     3/4 cup apples grated 

Combine pancake mix, cinnamon, egg and milk.  Stir in apples last.  Cook on hot griddle until lightly 

browned on both sides.  Keep warm in oven while you make the sauce. 

Cider Sauce:     1 cup sugar     2 tablespoons cornstarch     1/4 teaspoon cinnamon 

                           1/4 teaspoon nutmeg     2 cups apple cider     2 tablespoons lemon juice      

                           1/4 cup unsalted butter or oleo 

Combine sugar, cornstarch and spices in small sauce pan.  Add cider and lemon juice and cook over low 

heat, stirring often, until mixture gently boils and thickens.  (If it doesn’t thicken, add a bit more cornstarch.)  

Remove from heat and add butter.  Immediately serve over pancakes.  If desired, add for garnish a dollop of 

sour cream, creme fraiche or Greek yogurt.   

Submitted by Bev Atkins 

 

 

ANCHOR HOUSE UPDATE 

     Marty Feldhake has retired from his service to Lake Superior State University’s Anchor House.  We wish 

him a great retirement and thank him for his time there and all he did for the students.  

   We are happy to welcome a new Director to Anchor House and to Sault Ste. Marie and Central and             

Algonquin United Methodist Churches.  Nancy Kirkpatrick has given them a tour of the campus and began 

them on their way to service at Lake State and our community.  Here is an introductory article from them: 

     Joe and Sue Anne Bartelsmeyer have moved to the Soo to work with Anchor House campus ministries.  

Both are originally from the Missouri Ozarks and have been married for 5 years.  They began working as             

volunteer missionaries for the General Board of Global Ministries six months after they got married.  They 

have served in Laurinburg, NC, Nashville, TN, Tulsa, OK and Cape Girardeau, MO.   

     Joe worked at the Raco missile site from 1965-1967 while he was in the Air Force.  He loved the area and 

they had often talked about living here.  After much prayer and discussion about moving to Michigan, Sue 

Anne reached out to Pastor Marty to find out what ministry opportunities there might be if they moved here.  

A month later they were surprised to receive a job description for Director of Anchor House.  More prayer 

for  direction, an interview and a search for a home have finally brought them to Central Church and Lake 

State.  They are both excited to get to know the students and become involved at the church. 

   Submitted by Barb Larson and Sue Anne Bartelsmeyer           
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       "And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you.  He is Christ the Lord."   
                             Luke 2:8-11 

"Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 
                                                          Luke 2:13-14 
 
"After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw 
his star in the east and have come to worship him." 
                                                         Matthew 2:1-2  

 

 


