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SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

 
             REFLECTIONS FROM THE PASTOR 
                       Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit.                                                                    
        Luke 12:35  NRSV 

 It’s hard to believe that Tina and I have now lived in the area for 60+ days. We’ve had fun checking out 
the local attractions and visiting the various restaurants in the area. But by far, our most favorite activity has 
been getting out to discover and explore the local parks and day use areas in the Hiawatha National Forest. 
With each new expedition, we find that we could have, or rather, should have packed an extra item or two. 
We’re getting pretty good at having a “go bag” whenever we venture out. Its contents are varied, ranging from 
clothing, to snacks, to bug spray and to dog treats. I suspect we’re still not totally prepared for everything, but 
we’re better prepared than we used to be. 

 As I got thinking about go bags, I began to ponder just what a 
“spiritual go bag” might contain. I could easily develop a rather lengthy list, 
but for the purposes of this article I’ll suggest three things that we should take 
with us wherever we go.  

 My first suggestion is faith. The Book of Hebrews defines faith as ‘the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.’ It is the      
assurance that, regardless of the circumstances, our Lord is with us and that 
our situation is not unknown to our God. Faith helps us to look past the trials 
and tribulations of life and to gaze upon the bigger eternal picture where eve-
ry tear is wiped away and where the dwelling of God is with the dwelling of  
Humankind. 

 My second suggestion pairs well with faith, it’s hope. I don’t know 
about you, but I often find myself surrounded with prophets of doom and 
gloom. Everything they see is awful and every vision that they have of the 
future is bleak and dismal. If I’m honest with myself, I’ll admit that I’m often 
guilty of having the same outlook. Thankfully, I can point to several times in 
my life where my dire predictions were totally wrong. I can hope for good things because God is good. As the 
saying goes, don’t look at the size of your problem, instead meditate on the size of your God. I think those are 
good words.         

(Continued on the next page) 
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Reflections from the Pastor Continued: 

 Last, but certainly not least is love. (How many of you saw that coming?) The scriptures teach us that love 
never fails, it hopes all things and believes all things. It is the greatest of the three things I’ve mentioned, and it’s 
the very thing that this world needs the most of. When we take the words and life of Jesus seriously, we will find 
ourselves living lives that are defined by love; love of God and love of neighbor. 

 Faith, hope, and love. These three things will remain, and if we are careful to incorporate them into our 
lives, we’ll be as Jesus instructed us to be. We’ll be dressed for action and we’ll have our lamps lit.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you,  Pastor Marty 

 

     

        ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 
MISSION:  CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE TO GOD BY BUILDING             

BRIDGES OF CARING, OUTREACH AND ACCEPTANCE 

     

 

    

  PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR MILITARY 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and 
their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.      

              Gavin Povey, the grandson of Diana and Ron Morgan is in the Air Force and sta-
tioned in Great Falls, Montana.  His wife, Jewel, is also in the Air Force and in Great Falls.  They have a son, Eli 
Morgan Povey.     .  

     Sawyer Ball, the son of Marcia and Carl Ball, is stationed at Fort Carson, in Colorado Springs, Colorado with 
the U.S. Army.  He lives there with his wife, Sherry, and family.   As of August 1, 2022, he has been promoted to 
Sergeant so is now a non-commissioned officer.  Congratulations, Sawyer!   

       Brent N. Johnson is a pilot stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force.  He is married to       
Catherine, and she is also in the Air Force, in Intelligence.  His grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.   

     Command Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg in Fayette, N.C.  He is the son of John 
Lutz and the late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.  

     CW$ Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter.  His 
parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan, and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.  

     We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their 
loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space.  We welcome anyone to make 
your newsletter editors or our church office aware of them.  
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   NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY 

                                                      CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

McKenzy’s office hours are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  Pastor Marty’s 
“core” office hours are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  He is, of course, 
available by appointment also. 

 

                                                       IN-HOME COMMUNION 

     Pastor Marty would like to know who would desire to have him come to give in-home communion.  Please 
contact the church office at 906-632-8672 to put your name on the list.  This, of course, includes the families 
of both Algonquin and Central churches.  

   

  

                                                     OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU 

     Who likes to bake and would like to bring sweets for our CUMC after church Sunday coffee hours?  We 
would love to have you share with us! 

     

 

 

Looking Ahead:  

September 4 is Love Offering Sunday, and it will be for the Back Pack Program. 

September 11 is Rally Day.  Pastor Marty had a “Blessing of the Back Packs” on Sunday, August 28th.   

 

 

 

  CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

     We had chosen a name for our annual bazaar, but since then we have been given a large amount of silk 
poinsettias which we will use for decorating, so with that in mind, we thought of either “The Christmas Flow-
er,” or “The Star of Bethlehem,” as both describe the poinsettia.  For the first time, the congregation can decide 
the name!  When you make a choice, leave a note in the craft room, call me at 906-635-1673 or catch me at 
church.  Please don’t involve the church office.  While we wait to hear from you we stay busy creating beauti-
ful crafts and enjoying a wonderful fellowship.  The bazaar will be November 12th, so plan to bake, knit, sew, 
volunteer or buy unique gifts for friends and family. 

 Submitted by Jackie Willey   
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                                                  WORSHIP COMMITTEE                                                  

     Anyone interested in joining the choir?  We have begun our fall rehearsals on Wednesday night at 7:00 
p.m.  We sing a variety of music—old and new.  Any voice range is needed.  We generally sing weekly for the    
Sunday service.  Wednesday rehearsals last about an hour.  No auditions necessary–just come and join us on 
Wednesday evenings. 

     Help is needed in ALL areas of worship–greeters, ushers, communion stewards, on line hosts, liturgists 
and coffee hour hosts.  If you already serve in one or more of these capacities—THANK YOU!  But we need 
more people to help lighten the load.  If you are willing to add your name to one or more of these jobs, 
PLEASE let me know, text or call 906-630-1777 or email wilkinsoncathy@ymail.com. 

     Rally Day is Sunday, September 11–--kickoff for Fall activities!  Sunday School begins at 9:45 a.m.  The 
choir will be back singing during the service.  The sanctuary will be colorfully adorned.  All are invited to join 
downstairs in the Fellowship Hall after the service for fellowship, fun and food. 

  Submitted by Cathy Wilkinson 

 

 

    

IMPORTANT:  Offering envelope information is needed.  Many of our church family do not need or use 
weekly offering envelopes depending upon how they choose to make their donation.  This current year is the 
first time that we have had envelopes without the dates on them, so it is very possible you have ones left over 
that can be used into the 2023 year.  Therefore, we need to know how many boxes are needed for next year.  If 
you need more envelopes,  PLEASE call our church office (906-632-8672) or email 
(centralumc632@gmail.com) as soon as possible, and leave a  message.   Thank you!                                                             
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Remember to keep  up with your 
pledge and your giving to our two 
churches.  Your continued faithfulness 
will help us keep current with our bills 
and obligations.                                    



            

          WELCOME NEWCOMERS!!  

 

   His family is proud to intro-
duce Clayton Eric  Haavisto.  
Clayton joined the family on 
May 23, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. in 
Duluth, Minnesota.  He 
weighed 6 lbs 9 oz., and was 
20" long.  He is the son of 
Lance Haavisto and Sarah   
Hutchins-Haavisto.  His grand-
parents are Ron and Sherry 
Hutchins.  Clayton is “baby 
brother”  approved by big sister 
Georgie.  It is safe to say that 
Georgie is smitten with this  
addition to her family!  She is 
mommy’s “big helper,” even 
willing to teach Clayton how to 

do somersaults. Clayton and Georgie are  pictured here.   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

     We also proudly introduce Braiden Dean Ferrary.  Braiden was born on July 5, 2022 in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan and he weighed 7 lbs 2 oz.  He 
is the son of Elise and Eric Ferrary and 
his 2 big  brothers are Noah and Dylan.  
His grandprents are Valerie and Rob Pov-
ey and his great-grandparents are Diana 
and Ron Morgan.  His middle name is in 
honor of his great grandfather,  Ronald 
Dean   Morgan  
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     NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT    

     McKenzy Sebastian began work in our church office on 
June 22, 2022, and we welcome her.  Here is a photo of her and 
her husband, Zach.  McKenzy writes to us: 

     “Hello!  My name is McKenzy and I am a Sault Ste. Marie 
native.  My husband and I recently moved back to the area after 
being away for a couple of years.  We are so happy to be back!  
We have two dogs, Marble (in the photo on the left) and 
Sampson (right) and a cat named Fergie.  We also have horses 
and cows.  I enjoy barrel racing with my horse, Bow, and  
showing cattle for my parents at MSU, the U.P. State Fair and 
the Chippewa County Fair.  I hold an Associate Degree in    
Veterinary Technology and love caring for your furry friends.  
My husband and I also own Sebastian Heavy Equipment      
Services, LLC, where he wrenches, and I run the books.  I love 
being in the office here at CUMC, and I can’t wait to continue 
meeting all of you!”      

 

CENTRAL WELCOMES PASTOR MARTY AND TINA  

     We were happy to welcome Pastor Marty and Tina Johnston on July 3, 
2022!  A reception was held for them in the Fellowship Hall after church, 
and shown below is a photo of them with their welcome cake.  Also, below 
is a photo of Pastor Marry in front of the altar on that Sunday, and the 
choir, singing them a special welcoming anthem.  Members of the choir 
include (back row) Kara LaLonde, John Wilkinson, Ben Jones, Larry Rog-
ers and (front row) Nancy Kirkpatrick, Diane Bell, Sharon Jones, Pat Deat-
rick, and in front is director, Cathy Wilkinson.   
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CONGRATULATIONS.... 

    ,,,,, Jeanine Sherman has been appointed as the new Sault Area High School principal.  
Jeanine was the assistant principal at Sault High for 8 years, and before that an                     
administrator and classroom teacher for a total of 17 years in the school system.   She and 
her husband, J.C. Sherman, are the parents of 3 children, Devon, Mason and Harper, and 

she is the daughter of Sue and Tom Brown.       

 

     

   

.....Mark LaRoue recently got a job with the Brimley DNR        
Fisheries Division as a Creel Clerk.  He’s excited to be involved 
with fish studies and pleased to be back in the area.  He is pictured 
here with his official car.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WE EXTEND OUR CONDOLENCES..... 
 
.....Clayton "Randy" Bennett passed away at My Michigan Health Center on August 
12, 2022.  He was born in Sault Ste. Marie on October 9, 1941 to parents, Clayton and 
Alma Bennett, and graduated from Sault High School in 1960.  He was retired from Edi-
son Sault Electric.  He was predeceased by his parents and a son, Shane Lesko.  He is sur-

vived by his wife, Sharon Bennett (a member of Algonquin United Methodist Church) and children Tom Ben-
nett, Randy Lesko and Sherri Dombrowski. 
 
               .....And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.....Revelation 7:17b 

 

 

 

REMEMBER: THE DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL TO BE SUBMITTED FOR OUR     

 NEXT FLAME, THE OCTOBER 2022 ISSUE, IS SEPTEMBER 15 AT NOON. 
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Christian Education  

Rally Day 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 
 

10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE 
11:30 LUNCHEON 

 

Deuteronomy 11:19 Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are 
on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. 

We will be celebrating the beginning of our school year and Christian education activities in worship on Sun-
day, September 11, 2022, with Rally Day. A hotdog and salad luncheon will follow the worship service in the 
social hall. Donations for the meal will be gladly accepted and a sign-up sheet will be available see Terri Bush 
to sign up. 
 
This year Family Night will be held monthly the third (3rd) Wednesday of each month beginning on Wednes-
day September 21, 2022, from 5:30 to 7:00.  A dinner will be provided followed by Bible based lessons, arts 
& crafts, video storing telling and active games – all combined into a faith experience to help children ages 5 
through 11 years discover what it means to be a disciple of Christ. Bev Proulx, Sherry Hutchins, and Terri 
Bush with support from Pastor Marty will be leading family night activities.  We continue to seek volunteers 
willing to help teach and mentor as well as cooks to prepare and clean up dinner.   
 
Young Christian Worship will continue following the young Christian time in worship. Children 5-10 years 
are invited to follow adult volunteers from the sanctuary to the nursery for activities during the second half of 
Sunday worship.  We are also seeking volunteers to help with young Christian time.  
 
Christian Education is blessed to have a small but strong, committed group of volunteers who every year step 
forward to teach and make a difference.  It would be wonderful if we had more. Please prayerfully consider 
what God might be leading you to do in supporting Family Night and Christian Education.  Everyone has gifts 
they can share and the more who help the lighter the responsibility is for all. Contact Terri Bush terri-
bush@lighthouse.net or Bev Proulx bevsproulx@gmail.com to volunteer. 
 
Submitted by Terri Bush 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-8
- 

 

 



BLESSING OF THE BACK PACKS TOOK PLACE ON  
SUNDAY AUGUST 28, 2022, DURING WORSHIP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bless my paper and my pen. 
Guide my spirit deep within. 

Help me think and help me play, 
This whole school year, day by day. 

As I move from class to class, 
Guide my footsteps; clear my path. 

Keep my tongue to speak your words. 
Let your will for me be heard. 
In every subject high or low, 

May God's excellence be shown! 
Keep me strong to reach the prize, 
To grow in grace, becoming wise. 
Whether far from home or near, 
May I hold God's precepts dear. 

To do my best at every task; 
For this blessing, I do ask. 
Help my family be a part 

As I lift my mind and heart. 
As I study, work, and pray, 

Be with them throughout the day. 
Of whom much is given, much is required. 

May learning be your greatest desire! 
 

Submitted by Terri Bush 
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Back-to-School Blessing 

by the Rev. Marilyn E. Thornton 



  ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1604 W Fourth  Avenue   

                  Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783  
 

Worship Servants for the month of September are: 

Sept.4:: Communion Steward - Bernita Sibbald         Greeters - Todd and Mary Beth Vollick                                    
    On-line host - Mary Beth Vollick 

Sept. 11: Liturgist - Bev Atkins                                   Greeter - Sharon Bennett                                                    
    On-line host - Bev Atkins 

Sept. 18: Liturgist - Jim Atkins                                    Greeter - Sandy Gaus                                                           
    On-line host - Rachel Pratt    

Sept. 25: Greeter - Sandy Gaus                                     On-line host - Bernita Sibbald 

                                   Coffee Hour - Sue Belleau and Sharon Bennett 

News to share: UMW is hosting a craft night on Thursday, September 22nd, 6:00 p.m. at Algonquin Church 
with Annette from Co-Ed Flowers.  

 UMW received a thank you from UMCOR Global Ministries: “The dear people you just helped with your gift 
for UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet you, but if they did, I am certain their response would be
–Thank You!” 

 Submitted by Bernita Sibbald                     

  

                                             RECIPE ROUNDUP CORNER        

(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central churches.  We invite the    
sharing of your favorite recipe.  Just write them out, include your name, and turn them into the box 
marked for “the Flame” outside of our secretary’s office, or email them to Barb Larson at        
blarson1517@charter.net.  It can be desserts, entrees, beverages, appetizers, etc.)                                                                   

                                                                    ZUCCHINI BREAD 

Basic Recipe: 3 cups flour       4 eggs      3 cups shredded zucchini     1 1/2 teaspoon bak-
ing soda               3 cups sugar       1 teaspoon salt                   1 1/2 cups oil 

Variations:      Chocolate: Add ½ cup cocoa to flour, plus 1 cup chocolate chips and 1 cup chopped walnuts 

                        Lemon coconut poppy seed: Add zest of 2 lemons, plus ½ teaspoon lemon extract,                    3 
  tbsp. poppy seeds and 1 cup shredded coconut 

                         Cherry nut: Add two 10 oz. jars marasch8ino cherries, drained and chopped, plus ½ teaspoon                
  almond extract and 1 cup chopped pecans 

Directions:       Mix all ingredients and pour into 2 greased and floured loaf pans.  Bake at 360 degrees for 1 
1/4 hours or until a toothpick comes out clean.  Cool and then remove from pans and wrap in foil. 

   Submitted by Jackie Willey 
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         WEDDING BELLS 

 

     Deana LaLonde and Collin          
DeGrand were married at Central 
United Methodist Church on July 9, 
2022.  Deana’s parents are Kara and 
David LaLonde, and her grand -      

parents are Karen and Rev. John  Huhtala.  Rev. Huhtala officiated 
at the wedding as shown in the picture below. Deana and Collin are 
now making their home in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    Matthew Wilkinson and Laura Kay 
were married on August 6, 2022 in        
Waterloo, Ontario.  They exchanged vows 
in front of family and friends outside on a 
friend’s farm in 86 degree heat!  The     
couple plan to reside in Cambridge,           
Ontario.   
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2022 
 
 We celebrated God’s Greatness with Monumental VBS from June 27th – 30th at First United           
Presbyterian Church.  It was a joyful week of Bible stories exploring God’s awesomeness with themes of: God 
loves you no matter what: God is with you everywhere: God is in charge: & God is strong-
er than anything.  We had about 50 children participate.  We ended our week with a program for friends 
and family where the children were able to sing, dance and share what they learned followed by lunch.  It was 
a great partnership with First United Presbyterian; Faith Lutheran & Algonquin joining together to offer a 
community VBS. We took lots of photos and posted each day on our face book page to share our fun times. 
Our mission project was food and cash donation to the Soo Schools food pantry for students without enough 
food.   
 We want to especially thank our volunteers who gave of their time and talents to support VBS.  The 
children enjoyed fun recreation games with Ray & Diane Bell & Mary Arfstrom, creative craft projects with 
Bev Proulx & Sherry Hutchins, Snack time and bible stories with the Pastor & volunteers of Presbyterian 
church; movie & popcorn time with our friends from Faith Lutheran and Kaye Miller & Ginger Bath who led 
the preschoolers as well as Bev Atkins who was part of our leadership team and Rachel Pratt who helped with 
registration.  We are grateful to First United Presbyterian for hosting and leading VBS this year and look for-
ward to 2023 VBS which will be hosted by Central UMC.  Below are pictures showing the fun the children 
had! 
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mitted 

by Terri Bush and Bev Proulx 
 



              BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES  

    Central Birthdays 

  September 3  -  Debbie Smart    September  17—Ruth Molino (89th)
  September 4  -  Diana Morgan    September 20—Fred Smith  
  September 6  -  Terry Myers     September 22—Sheri Garee   
  September 8  -  Kay Miller     September 25—Marquetta Bruce 
  September 10—Evelyn Bush    September 27—Nate Moran   
  September 15—Marcia Jenkins-Ball    

Central Anniversaries 

September 1—Jamie and Brenda Coullard (38th)                                                             
September 12—Ray and Diane Bell (35th) 

 

 

 

 

Algonquin Birthdays 

      September 9  -  John O’Connor                                                             
     September 19—Sharon Bennett                                                                 
     September 20—Ed Rousseau                                                                    
     September 21—Bob Sibbald                                                                 
     September 23—Chris Meicher 

 

                                     
 We want to send out special birthday congratulations to Betsy Miller, who had her 90th birthday 
on   August 1st.  Betsy attended both Algonquin and Central Churches during the time she and her husband, 
Ted, lived in the Sault.  She was in charge of the Sault Ste. Marie branch of Michigan State Homemakers and 
was the Cooperative Extension Director of Chippewa County for 20 years. She was also the Home Econo-
mist    representing Michigan State University until her retirement in January 1990.  Ted Miller worked at 
Lake     Superior State University in the business office for many years.  In retirement she moved to be near-
er her daughter, Nancy.  She has lived in her own condo apartment, only recently moving into assisted living.  
She would enjoy hearing from her Sault Ste. Marie friends, and her address is 1821 North East Street, Apt. 
#MC08, Hastings, Michigan 49058.  
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BACK TO SCHOOL PRAYER TOOL                                                                               
This prayer incorporates the basic 8 colors in a crayon box                                                                  

to focus prayer thoughts for the school season.   

1.  Red: Pray for safety of all in the school day, whether you teach your children in a home school setting or send 
them to private school or they attend public school. 

2.  Orange: Pray for social communication and attitudes.  No matter the setting, attitudes can make or break the day. 

3.  Yellow: Pray for the intellectual and emotional stability of your child.  Pray to remember that God is always with them and 
to feel the strength of God throughout the day. 

4.  Green: Pray for your child’s growth and for God to keep their learning atmosphere balanced in order to promote growth. 

5.  Blue: Ask God to give your child a sense of peace no matter where they are in their day and that their environments would 
be peaceful and conducive to learning. 

6.  Purple: Thank God for your child’s imagination.  Ask Him to channel that creativity and funnel your child into the exact 
fields of expertise and education in which it should be. 

7.  Brown: Ask God to give your child a strong work ethic as you work to model and instill character.  Pray that everyone        
involved in education would be a hard worker. 

8.  Black: Pray for God to keep your child from becoming confused or insecure.  Pray for the Lord to reign because He is not a 
God of confusion.       

                                                   


