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REFLECTIONS
As I sit and ponder the writing of this article, I feel drawn to write about grace. I love that word and all that it
stands for. A theologian might define grace as, “The unmerited favor of God toward human kind.” I have a
different and longer definition that doesn’t come from my intellect, but rather from my heart:
Grace is what keeps me sane. It’s what gives me hope for today and leads
me towards assurance for tomorrow. It frees me from the regrets of my past
and empowers me to press on to God’s higher calling. Grace keeps me
humble, grounded, and compassionate. It reminds me that, “But for the grace
of God, there go I.” And whenever I encounter grace, I know that I am in the
presence of the Holy.

NEED A LIFEGUARD??
OURS WALKS ON WATER!
(This message was on the street-side sign of the Algonquin
UMC this spring.
For "the rest of the story," read Matthew 14:22-33,
Mark 6:47-51 and John 6:16-21.)

As we begin our faith journey together, it is my hope and prayer that we all
grow in grace and love, towards each other and towards the world that
surrounds us. The litmus test of authentic faith is not in what we say, wear,
sing, or even believe. The litmus test is who and how we love: “If anyone says
I love God, yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love
his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And
he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” I John 4:19-21
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The grace of God reminds us that we are loved, even when we act or feel
unlovable. Grace reminds us that just as we have freely received, we are to
freely give. As we seek to fulfill our mission of connecting all people to God
by building bridges of caring, outreach and acceptance, may we be known as
a community of grace: a safe space where love is practiced in word and deed. Amen.

Pastor Marty
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ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES
MISSION: CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE TO GOD BY BUILDING
BRIDGES OF CARING, OUTREACH AND ACCEPTANCE

PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR MILITARY
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and
their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Gavin Povey, the grandson of Diana and Ron Morgan is in the Air Force and stationed in Great Falls,
Montana. His wife, Jewel, is in the Air Force and she and their little son, Eli Morgan Povey, are also in Great
Falls.
Sawyer Ball, the son of Marcia and Carl Ball is with the U.S. Army and stationed at Fort Carson, in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, where he lives with his wife, Sherry, and family.
Brent Johnson is a pilot stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force. He is married to Catherine,
and she is also in the Air Force, in Intelligence. His grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.
Command Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg in Fayette, N.C. He is the son of John
Lutz and the late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.
CW4 Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter. He
is working toward his Chief Warrant Officer 5, which is the highest rank he can achieve in the Army in his field.
He and his wife, Stacie, have 6 children, one of whom is their biological child and 5 are adopted. He was
honored to be able to help in the part of baptizing 2 of the children. His parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan,
and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.
We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their
loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space. We welcome anyone to make
your newsletter editors or our church office aware of them.

BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, USA, USA, USA!!! JULY 4TH

Central Birthdays
July 6 - Kevin Larson
July 7 - Nancy Kirkpatrick
July 7 - Colleen Arbic
July 9 - Andrew Baker (8th)
July 11— Grady Hartman (14th)

August 1 - Seth Baker
August 4 - Betty MacDonald
August 12—Julie Hill
August 13—John Wilkinson
August 22—Barbara Cook
August 30—Kelley Bunker

Central Anniversaries
July 14—Nancy and Doug Kirkpatrick (43rd)
July 22—Amy and Gar Artley (16th)
July 23—Kaatelyn and Nick Bell (6th)
August 2—Megan and Nate Moran (8th)
August 4—Gayle and Bob Johnson (60th)
August 8—Colleen and Bernie Arbic (58th)
August 17—Kara and Dave LaLonde (31st)
August 22—Harriette and Tom Robinson
August 23—Marge and Earl Tomlinson (64th)

Algonquin Birthdays
July 1 - Jim Shea
July 3 - Amanda Shea
July 7 - Emily Smith
July 17—Ashley Harwood
July 18—Sandy Gaus
July 19—Kaitlyn Anderson (19th)
July 23—Mason Atkins (11th)
July 23—Susan Belleau
July 26—Peter Pratt
July 28—Sandy Ellis

August 9 - Katie Plitz
August 17—Madelyn Collia
August 20—Jackie Harwood
August 20—Grace Rousseau
August 25—Jerry Harwood
August 27—Janice Wilson
August 27—Ryan Atkins
August 29—Mary Beth Vollick

Algonquin Anniversaries
A REMINDER: The deadline for material to be submitted for our next Flame,
the September 2022 issue, is August 15, 2022 at noon.
-2-

July 12—Marcia and Sam White (56th)
July 29—Mary Beth and Todd Vollick
August 23—Michele and Peter Pratt (20th)
-13-

NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES

Central’s Chancel choir is on their summer break. It’s a much deserved break, but
we miss them and will be happy to welcome them back, come September.

Mateo Elias Rousseau Rodriguez of South Bend, Indiana, grandson of Grace and Ed Rousseau of Algonquin Church
in Sault Ste. Marie, announces his graduation from John Adams
High School. Mateo will attend the Luddy School of Informatics, Computing & Engineering at Indiana University at Bloomington this fall.

Our musicians add SO much to our worship services.

.
We have hired a new Administrative Assistant. She is McKenzy Sebastian, and she began work on June
22nd. We welcome her and will introduce her further in our September “Flame.”

THANK YOU AND HAPPY RETIREMENT TO ROBIN MYERS
We send a BIG thank you to Robin Myers for subbing in as a temporary Administrative Assistant in our
church office. Robin worked there for May and June and then trained our new hire, McKenzy Sebastian.

Sara Tomlinson, granddaughter of Marge and Earl Tomlinson,
graduated on May 21st with her Doctor of Physical Therapy degree from
Pacific University in Hillsboro, Oregon. After graduation, Sara is planning a move to Corvallis, Oregon to complete a 14 month sports physical therapy residency program at Samaritan Athletic Medicine Center,
where she will have the opportunity to work with local community
members as well as students athletes involved in Oregon State University athletics. Sara is the daughter of Dr. Mark and RaChele Tomlinson
and her older sister is Abbey.

Robin retired on January 1, 2022 from the Kinross Department of Corrections, regional administration. She
worked there for 32 years. Her parents are Jackie and Bob Willey, and she has a sister, Angie. She is married
to Terry Myers and they have two daughters, Kerry and Katelyn, and four grandchildren and a half, Gene,
Lydia, Leena and Devin (and one on the way). Robin’s future plans include continuing to volunteer in various
capacities at Central Church, and perhaps after a year get involved with Hospice. She and Terry will also continue to watch their 3 youngest grandchildren, having them every weekend.
We wish Robin and her family a very happy and productive retirement!

GOD’S COUNTRY COOPERATIVE PARISH
The Vision Team has scheduled a work day at God’s Country Cooperative Parish, in Newberry, for
Thursday, July 28th. On their Thursdays it is a day they are open for people to come and get things they need.
It is a busy day for them and a good way for us to help. We want to get more involved with GCCP, and this
should be a good way for us to move in that direction. In the future we would like to set something up on a
Saturday so people who work during the week can participate.

Matty Barrows is a June graduate of Sault High School. She will be attending Central Michigan
University in the fall. Matty has been operating the video camera at Central United Methodist Church during
the Sunday morning services.

If you are interested in working on July 28th, please let me know. My phone is 517-740-9311 or email me
at barblady99@yahoo.com.
Submitted by Barb Carlisle
-3-
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ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1604 W Fourth Avenue
Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783

Who We Are
Camp Michigamme is the only United Methodist camp in Upper Michigan. We are supported by the local
churches of the Northern Skies District of the Michigan United Methodist Church. We were founded in 1922
and are excited to celebrate 100 years of ministry this summer!

Worship Servants are:
July 3 - Greeters Todd and Mary Beth Vollick and On-line host Mary Beth Vollick
July 10 - Liturgist Bev Harwood
July 17 - Liturgist Bev Atkins, Greeter Sandy Gaus and On-line host Bev Atkins

2022 July/August Schedule
All of our camps go off the grade that you just completed
July 6th – 9th | Elementary Camp | Grades 3rd – 6th | $275
July 10th – 16th | Junior High Camp | Grades 6th-9th
July 16th – 23rd | G3 (God, Grace, and Games) Leadership | 17-22-Year-Olds
July 17th – 22nd | G3 (God, Grace, and Games) | Grades 3rd-9th | $350
July 24th – 25th | Teddy Bear Camp | Age 4 to 2nd Grade | $125 Adult and Child Pair
July 31st – August 6th | Disneyverse | Grades 3rd-9th | $350
August 7th – 13th | Water Games | Grades 3rd-9th | $350
August TBD | Quilt Retreat 1 | Adult Women | $200

United Methodist Women Name Changed to United Women of Faith
Taken from the Website: United Women of Faith
United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith! The move is part of a refreshing of the organization that includes a new logo and an array of new and improved programs to nurture current members and
welcome new women to join to put their love in action on behalf of women, children, and youth.

July 24 - Liturgist Jim Atkins, Greeters Bob and Bernita Sibbald, On-line host Bernita Sibbald and
coffee hour Jim and Bev Atkins
July 31 - Liturgist Emily Anderson, Greeter Sandy Gaus and On-line host Rachel Pratt
August 7 - Greeters Todd and Mary Beth Vollick and

On-line host Mary Beth Vollick

August 14 - Liturgist Bev Atkins, Greeter Sandy Gaus
and On-line host Mary Beth Vollick
August 28 - Greeters Bob and Bernita Sibbald and
On-line host Bernita Sibbald
News to share: We had a special coffee hour to
honor our graduates, Taylor Pratt and McKenzie Anderson, shown in the picture to the right with Pastor
Vickie Hadaway.
Submitted by Bernita Sibbald

The changes are designed to address the different needs and life stages of current members and new women
and expand options for membership and engagement. The new name also aims to welcome current members
whose local churches may choose to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church as well as women of other
faith traditions who want to join.

BAZAAR CRAFT WORKSHOP
The bazaar workshop elves have been working each Wednesday morning from 9 a.m. to noon cutting,
painting, sewing, sawing, nailing and gluing as we begin making craft items for the November craft sale. This
year’s theme will be “It’s Christmas” Tea & Gift Sale. The date will be November 12th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
and will feature sandwich loaves, bake sale, knits and sewing, Attic Treasures and a cookie walk. We also
include Christmas music and members of the women’s choir singing carols. More information and ways for
you to participate will be in the bulletin and future newsletters.
Submitted by Jackie Willey
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A THANK YOU NOTE:
Dear Algonquin UMC,
Thank you for your generous gift and for your love, support and welcome to me (and later, to Dan). Will see
you in due time. We love you. Thank you.
Vickie
-11-

CUMC ENDOWMENT FUND
Central United Methodist Endowment Committee met on May 17, 2022 to determine the amount of Grant
Funds that will be available for 2022. The committee voted to fund 2% of our total funds to be made available
for 2022, which is $55,198.04 Four requests were received amounting to $14,500, plus $1,845.21 for
designated funds. The grand total granted was $16,345.71, leaving a balance of $38,852.83 still available for
the rest of this calendar year. We also have put together a proposed draft of guidelines for requests from nonCUMC organizations. This policy will be considered for approval at our next Endowment meeting.
2% OF $2,759,902.08 = $55,198.04 AVAILABLE FOR 2022 PROGRAMING

Cass Community Social Services Presentation
Put Sunday, August 28th, 7:30 pm on your calendar. Cass Community Social Services (CCSS) Executive
Director Rev. Faith Fowler, and Rev. Sue Pethoud, Church and Community Relations Liaison, will be bicycling
across the Upper Peninsula for a week to raise awareness and support of their programs.
Cass Community Social Services (CCSS) is a Detroit-based agency that works across the city in areas of
concentrated poverty providing programs for food, health, housing, and jobs. Now a nonprofit 501 (c) (3), many
of its programs started as a part of Cass Community United Methodist Church.
Rev. Fowler and Rev. Pethoud will be visiting seven United Methodist churches to give a presentation on their
missions. They will share the history of CCSS, what they do now in Detroit, and their tiny homes project.

REQUESTS APPROVED :
DUBOW CAMP FUND = $188.71

Their first stop will be in Sault Ste. Marie on Sunday, August 28th, at 7:30 pm. Algonquin and Central United
Methodist Churches will be hosting their presentation. The exact location will be shared later this summer.

HOLIDAY CAMP FUND = $48.58
POPPINK FUND = $151.83
WESLEY FOUNDATION = $1,456.09
SUBTOTAL

$1,845.21

The Vision Team sees this as an opportunity to learn more about CCSS and explore the possibility of a spring
2023 service project at CCSS. We hope you will join us on August 28th to learn more about the work of CCSS
and explore the possibility of participating in a service project next year.
Submitted by Marcia Jenkins-Ball, Vision Team

OUTREACH- WELCOME BASKETS = $1,000.00
WORSHIP RETIREMENT CELEBRATION = $2,500.00
SPRC -MARKETING CONSULTANT = $7,800.00
TRUSTEES- RENOVATION OF SANCTUARY INTERIOR = TABLED - NEED BIDS

A FOND GOODBYE

VISION TEAM – GREAT LAKES RECOVERY CENTER = $3,200.00
SUBTOTAL

$14,500.00

GRAND TOTAL = $16,345.21

DRAFT
Proposed Guidelines for Grants for Central United Methodist Church
Endowment Fund to Non-CUMC Organizations
1 . The amount available for Endowment Fund grants for CUMC projects and 3rd party grants will be
between 0% and 5% of the prior year end Endowment Fund balances.
2. All CUMC need will have first priority to available funds.
3. All 3rd party recipients must have a religious or significant community purpose and have a 501(c)3 or similar tax exempt status.
4. The maximum grant must not exceed $25,000.00, and the minimum grant must be $500.00 or more.
5. Grant requests for non Church organizations should present financial documentation and explanation of
need by chairperson of organization and be submitted in writing.
6. Written requests must be submitted on a CUMC Endowment Form with a church person sponsor and
placed on agenda a minimum of 5 days before scheduled Endowment meeting to be considered.
7. Matching and Challenge Grants will be taken into consideration.
Submitted by Tom Robinson

We bid Kevin Berry a reluctant, but fond goodbye as he returns to his
hometown in Ohio. Kevin has been a welcome addition to Central’s Chancel
Choir while he has resided in Sault Ste. Marie. He has sung a number of solos
as well as singing in the men’s quartet. Kevin worked in a veterinarian’s office
while in the Sault.

A THANK YOU NOTE....

Dear UMW,
Thank you for the lovely luncheon with my mom too! And the gifts at my retirement service. The candle
set, SSM puzzle and the daily prayer book will give me much enjoyment and peace. The torch has been passed
back to all of you to help our young women know they can accomplish whatever they put their mind to, work hard
and trust God. Grateful for all of you!!
Much love, Vickie
(She is also referring to the Rebecca Circle taking her and her mom to lunch.)
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Submitted by Jackie Willey
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A SPECIAL SUNDAY SERVICE

MISSIONS/OUTREACH COMMITTEE

th

Algonquin and Central joined services for worship on June 5 to have a luncheon and say goodbye and
God bless to Pastor Vickie and Dan as she begins her retirement. We send our prayers with them for a very
happy retirement time as they move to Petoskey to the family compound. Here are some photos taken at the
event, courtesy of Tom Robinson.
(Pictures are Pastor
Vickie giving communion, Pastor Vickie with
Rev Scott Harmon, DS ,
Pastor Vickie’s family at
a table, Sam White
presenting a gift from
AUMC, Ray Bell
presenting a gift from
CUMC and Pastor Vickie with a retirement
cake.)

Our first Ice Cream Social of the season was held on June 12th and we received $180.00 in donations.
Thank you, thank you to all who donated so generously!
There will be another Ice Cream Social after the church service on August 21st, in the Fellowship Hall.
Mark your calendars! It will also be by donation, and all money raised goes to our Back Pack Ministry.
Our July3rd Love Offering will go to Hospice, and our August 7th one to FAN (Families Against
Narcotics). Our June 5th Love Offering of $120.00 went to Road to Recovery, the van service that takes
people to Petoskey for their radiation treatments.

A very successful Rummage Sale was held in June, with all proceeds, totaling $1,322.16, going to our Back
Pack Mission Program. Thank you to all who participated and worked so hard.

RECIPE ROUNDUP CORNER
(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central churches.

We invite the sharing of your favorite
recipe. Just write them out, include your name, an turn them into the box marked for “the Flame” outside of our
secretary’s office, or email them to Barb Larson at blarson1517@charter.net. It can be desserts, entrees, beverages,
appetizers, etc.)

Ham and Swiss Sliders
24 slices deli honey ham
6 slices of Swiss cheese, cut into fourths
1/3 cup mayonnaise
1 T poppy seeds
1 1/2 T Dijon mustard
1/2 cup melted butter
1 T onion powder
1/2 tsp Worcestershire Sauce
2 pkgs (12 count) Hawaiian Original Dinner Rolls
Cut rolls in half and spread mayo on one side of the rolls. Place a slice or two of ham and a slice of Swiss
cheese on roll. Replace the top on the rolls and bunch them closely together into a baking dish.
In a medium bowl, whisk together poppy seeds, Dijon mustard, melted butter, onion powder and Worcestershire sauce. Pour sauce over the rolls, just covering the tops. Cover with foil and let sit for 10 minutes.
Bake at 350 degrees for 10 minutes or until cheese is melted. Uncover and cook for an additional 2 minutes
until tops are slightly browned and crisp. Serve warm.
Submitted by Abby Atkins Bloomquist
(Bev Atkins served these sliders at Algonquin Church’s Prayer Box Craft Day. Last month we featured the
cheeseburger sliders and we are happy to bring another version this month.)
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU

Special Sunday Service Pictures Continued:

On-line hosts are needed to assist with our video services on Sunday mornings. It is an easy job, and can be
done from your phone or laptop. If you could take one or two Sundays a month, please notify the church
office or Cathy Wilkinson. Thank you!

The Chancel Choir is shown singing an Irish Blessing
to Pastor Vickie to end the program. The words are as
follows: May the road rise to meet you, may the wind
be always at your back. May the sun shine warm upon
your face and the rains fall soft upon your fields. And
until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of
his hand!

If you have a flower garden from which you would be willing to share a bouquet for the altar for Sunday
services, please bring it along. This always helps enhance our worship service.
We are in need of someone to set up our communion table and take it back down. This is for the first
Sunday of each month. Please volunteer at the church office.

FROM THE MAIL BAG:

Dear People of Central UMC:
You sure did surprise me
with your generous gift. Thank you. And I/we
will hang the picture in the house as a reminder
of our time together
We’ll see you when the time is right. In the
meantime, please know that our time together
has been such a blessing for us.
Thank you. We love you. Vickie
(This picture is a painting by Jeanne Tubman of the Coast Guard cutter, Katmai Bay, escorting the Charles M.
Beegley in 1975. This ship is still in operation, but now as the Hon James L Oberstar. This is quite
appropriate as Pastor Vickie has been serving as the Coast Guard Chaplain.)

CONGRATULATIONS TO……..
…..Teri Knowles who was selected as the Nurse of the Year at the recent Hospice
Volunteer Recognition Dinner. Teri is a nurse with the Chippewa County Health Department and is the intake coordinator for Hospice patients. She makes sure everything is in
place, and it was said that she is an amazing asset to the Hospice team.

(Pictures shown are of the dining table, the cake, the Men’s
Quartet, (Larry Rogers, Ben Jones, Kevin Berry and John
Wilkinson) and Jackie Willey presenting Pastor Vickie
with a gift from UMW.)

…..Barb Carlisle was selected to receive the Margaret Chance Volunteer of the Year award at the recent
Hospice Volunteer Recognition Dinner. She has been a volunteer with Hospice for 6 years and provides
patient care at the Hospice House. In those 6 years she has provided over 1,000 hours of care with the
patients. Her compassion and energy sets her apart.
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