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 The Pastor’s Perspective 
                                              

Dear Ones in Christ, 

     My last pastoral letter (at least that is the thought right now). Who knows what retirement will bring?  I will continue 
to do the Coast Guard auxiliary chaplain ministry. The auxiliary chaplain ministry has been new and exciting. The people 
in the Coast Guard need this support and I feel honored to be a part of the team that provides it. Being retired will give me 
more time to focus on visiting the various stations in our sector area. Also, there is much to learn about the Coast Guard. 
This will keep me busy. 

     Another part of the retire plan is to return to Nomads (Nomads On a Mission     
Active in Divine Service). We will take our RV and join other retired RV’ers        
working at sites around the US. Once you become a registered Nomad, you can sign 
up for three week projects or disaster relief projects. Projects can be extensive          
rebuilding or light repairs with painting and cleaning. Nomads donate their time and 
the sites provide free hookups for the RV. 

     The first mission will be close to home—Bay Shore Camp in Sebewaing, MI this 
October. February 2023 will be Rockledge UMC in Rockledge, FL (near Cape          
Canaveral). Early April 2023 at Camp Dickenson in Fries, VA. We’ll be back home 
in time for a Michigan spring.  This will help fill the calendar enough for the first 
year as I transition into retirement. I enjoy the mission work and the physical labor, 
which is good for body and soul. Mack loves these trips too. 

     As you know, these last couple months have been very hectic! Lots of changes! 
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) has decided to wait until Pastor Marty  
arrives to help hire both the new administrative assistant and family ministry coordi-
nator. Robin Myers has stepped up and will fill in as administrative assistant until a 
person is found. We also have a couple others willing to help—Pat Deatrick and Mallory Baier. I’m very grateful to Sam 
White and our SPRC for their consistent attention to the situation and support. The right person will be found and before 
you know it, things will be zipping along better than ever. 

     After a pastor leaves a church, they are not to stick their nose or opinions into events or situations that happen. This 
includes retired clergy! So if there is a question or situation that arises, go to your pastor and work it out. If Pastor Marty 
needs to call me, he knows he can and he will. I was going to include my address in this newsletter, but I think it would 
better right now for us to have a clean break. I will come back to visit and worship with you but not for a season. 

     God bless you and keep you. It has been my honor and privilege to be with you for the past four years. You are in my 
heart and will always hold a special place there!! 

Peace in Christ,      

 

 

       

 

 

In This Issue 

Pastor’s Perspec ve    1 

Prayer Wheel 2  

Notes and Noteworthy 3 

Outreach/Missions  4 

Pastor Marty Info 5‐6 

High School Graduate 7 

Recipe 7 

Algonquin News       8  

Wedding 8    

Birthdays/Anniv 9 



  

 

            ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 
MISSION:  CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE TO GOD BY BUILDING             

BRIDGES OF CARING, OUTREACH AND ACCEPTANCE 

 

 

                      

                PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR MILITARY 

 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and 
their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.  

       

     Gavin Povey, the grandson of Diana and Ron Morgan is in the Air Force and stationed in Great Falls,      
Montana.   His wife, Jewel, is in the Air Force and she and their little son, Eli Morgan Povey, are also in Great 
Falls.  

     Sawyer Ball, the son of Marcia and Carl Ball is with the U.S. Army and stationed at Fort Carson, in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, where he lives with his wife, Sherry, and family. 

     Brent Johnson is a pilot stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force.  He is married to Catherine, 
and she is also in the Air Force, in Intelligence.  His grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.   

     Command Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg in Fayette, N.C.  He is the son of John 
Lutz and the late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson. 

     CW4 Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter.  He 
is working toward his Chief Warrant Officer 5, which is the highest rank he can achieve in the Army in his field.  
He and his wife, Stacie, have 6 children, one of whom is their biological child and 5 are adopted.  He was       
honored to be able to help in the part of baptizing 2 of the children.  His parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan, 
and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.  

     We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their 
loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space.  We welcome anyone to make 
your newsletter editors or our church office aware of them.  

 

 

A REMINDER: The deadline for material to be submitted for our next Flame, the July/August 2022  issue, is 
June 15, 2022 at noon. Please note that this is a two month issue, so with this in mind,  plan ahead for any       
articles wished to be included.   
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   NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY 

 

 A SPECIAL SUNDAY SERVICE 

     Both congregations, Algonquin and Central United Methodist Churches, will gather at 10:30 a.m. on     
June 5th at Central UMC to worship God and say farewell to Pastor Vickie.  A luncheon will follow in the  
Fellowship Hall. Her last time with  us will be on that date, and then she and Dan will move to the Petoskey 
area for her retirement.   

     We send our prayers with them for a productive and happy retirement.   

  

Pentecost Sunday is June 5, 2022 

     Pentecost Sunday is celebrated on the 7th Sunday, or 50 days after Easter Sunday.   

.....They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.                        
Acts 2:3 

     This above Biblical verse is what inspired, many years ago, the title, “The Flame,” of our newsletter.  In 
honor of Pentecost Sunday, we encourage all to WEAR RED to church on June 5th.  No red in your closet??  
Then choose orange or yellow to wear, which are other flame colors.  Pentecost is the great climax of the  
Easter season and the wondrous events which took place at that time.  On Pentecost, as stated in the verse, the 
Spirit of God rushed from heaven and set aflame men and women waiting for the Spirit’s touch.    

 

 

UKRAINE LENTEN GIVING 

 

     Our Lenten giving consisted of donations for Ukraine. $ 2,460.87 was raised, and thanks go to all who gave 
to this mission.  A check was sent to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief), and they guarantee, as 
always, that funds raised for specific purposes are given 100%, with no administration fees or other expenses 
deducted.   

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER to keep up with your pledge and your giving to our two churches.  
Your continued faithfulness will help us keep current with our bills and obligations. 
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HAPPY  FATHERS DAY ON JUNE 19th   

TO ALL THE GENTLEMEN OF  

ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES! 

Honor your father and your mother as the LORD your God has commanded you.... 

Deuteronomy 5:16 

 

    

OUTREACH/MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

 

     We will start monthly Love Offering collections in June.  Here is the schedule: 

June: Road to Recovery       July: Hospice       Aug.: FAN (Families Against Narcotics) 

Sept.: Backpack Program       Oct.: UMCOR       Nov.: Great Lakes Recovery—Women/Men 

Dec.: Walk for Warmth       Jan.: Backpack Program      Feb.: Diane Peppler Shelter 

March: Habitat for Humanity      April: Camp Michigamme      May Backpack Program 

     Our annual rummage sale was held on May 20 and 21.  We will report next month on the dollar amount 
raised. 

     On June 12 we will have an Ice Cream Social after church.  Donations will go to the Backpack Program. 

     We are asking the congregation to gather items for hygiene kits for UMCOR.  Donation boxes will be 
placed in the church to collect the following items: hand towels, wash cloths (no kitchen, micro fiber or         
cleaning cloths), sturdy combs (at least 6" in length of teeth), toenail or fingernail clippers, bath size soap 
(please leave in wrappers and no Ivory or Jergens brands), 10 adhesive bandages (3/4" x 3" sizes).   

     Submitted by Kris Donarski 

 

 

REMEMBER TO WEAR RED (OR FLAME ORANGE OR YELLOW)  

TO SUNDAY SERVICE ON JUNE 5TH!!      
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      Introducing: 
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                                     Pastor Marty and Tina Johnston 

Marty grew up in Battle Creek, Michigan. He 
has a Bachelor’s degree in Business Admin-
istration from Western Michigan University 
and a Masters degree in Organizational  
Management from Spring Arbor University. 
In 2014 Marty earned a certificate in         
Spiritual Direction from the Haden Institute. 

Tina grew up in Marshall, Michigan. She has 
a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administra-
tion from Nazareth College. In 2020 Tina 
graduated from Encounter Ministries School 
of Healing Prayer. 

In September 2015 Marty walked a pilgrim-
age of 100 kilometers in Spain on the Saint 
James Way. In 2018 he returned with Tina 
and together they walked 110 kilometers on 
the same pilgrimage pathway.  

Marty’s	Fast	Facts	

Tina’s	Fast	Facts	

Did	You	Know?	

We are excited to be here! 
It was a quiet cold winter Thursday night when Tina 
pulled the box from a seldom used closet. Peering inside, 
she noticed that it contained papers that belonged to 
Marty. Leaving the box in the middle of the room, she 
gently suggested that Marty take a look inside. While 
most of the paperwork was obsolete, it did contain papers 
from 2017 that Marty was given when he learned that he 
had been appointed to Webberville/Crossroads. These 
papers dealt with how to help a church make a good  
transition to a new pastor. The very next day Marty      
received a phone call from Jerry DeVine, stating that he 
had been reappointed and to stay near his phone for a call 
that evening. Two long and anxious hours passed before 
a call from area code 906 came in. We were excited       
beyond belief! 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Together, they have five children, 13 
grandchildren and 4 granddogs. 

 

In March 2020 they adopted an     
Australian Shepherd named Domino. 
(Pictured above) 

 

Marty’s hobbies and interests include 
hiking, fishing, reading, and chess. He 
also loves to tell stories. 

 

Tina’s hobbies and interests include 
rubber stamping and card making, 
reading, quilting, cooking and knitting. 

 

Together they LOVE to travel. Some 
of their destinations include Scotland, 
Ireland, Spain, Nicaragua, and the 
Netherlands. 

 

Marty and Tina also love scoping out 
the hidden gems of any area where 
they live. 

A bit about our Faith journeys… 

As a child, Marty grew up attending two different churches: 
Church of God and United Methodist. In subsequent years his 
faith journey took him through several denominational         
expressions. In 2008 Marty returned to the United Methodist 
Church. In 2014 he was appointed as a DSA to Frontier United      
Methodist church where he served until June 2017. He is     
currently appointed to Webberville/Crossroads Williamston 
churches. Marty likes to preach from the Lectionary and often 
draws from many wells when preparing his sermon. 

Tina grew up as a cradle Catholic and continues to practice her 
Catholic faith. Her knowledge and experience of church       
history and the church calendar is a huge resource to Marty. 

Together they often wonder aloud…are we “Metholic or                 
Cathodist?” 

 

 



                                                    

      HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE 

 

   

   Taylor Pratt is a 2022 graduate of Sault Area High School.  
While in school she participated in track, volleyball, Business      
Professionals of America and the National Honor Society.  Her    
senior year for volleyball she was named to the Michigan              
Interscholastic Volleyball Coach’s Association and 2021 individual 
academic all-state team.  In her senior basketball season she was 
awarded Coach’s Award and Conference honorable mention.  She is 
the daughter of Peter and Michele, the sister of Taryn and the    
granddaughter of Rachel Pratt.  Taylor attends Algonquin UMC.     

 

  

 

 

 

RECIPE ROUNDUP CORNER        

(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central churches.  We invite the sharing of your favorite 
recipe.  Just write them out, include your name, an turn them into the box marked for “the Flame” outside of our           
secretary’s office, or email them to Barb Larson at blarson1517@charter.net.  It can be desserts, entrees, beverages,                    
appetizers, etc.)                                                                   

Cheeseburger Sliders 

2 lbs lean ground beef   1/2 T olive oil        1/4 cup mayonnaise                          
1 tsp salt    1 tsp pepper           8 slices medium cheddar cheese                   
1 tsp garlic powder   1/2 large yellow onion, finely diced   2 T melted butter                              
6 oz shredded med cheddar cheese 24 dinner rolls (we used Hawaiian)   1 T sesame seeds                             
 (or use more sliced cheese)                                                                                                                                
Preheat  oven to 350 degrees.  Butter the bottom of a rimmed baking sheet.  Place a large skillet over medium 
high heat with 1/2 T olive oil.  Add diced onion and ground beef and break up with a spatula.  Season with 1 
tsp salt, 1 tsp black pepper, and 1 tsp garlic powder.  Sautee over medium high heat, breaking up the beef, and 
cook just until cooked through.  Remove from heat.  Drain fat.  Stir in 1/4 cup mayo.    

Cut buns in half.  Place bottom half of dinner rolls on buttered baking sheet and layer bread with sliced cheese.  
Spread ground beef mixture evenly over the sliced cheese, using the back of a spatula to square off the edges.  
Cover the ground beef with 6 oz of shredded cheddar. Place the top of buns, cut-side down, over the burgers.  
Brush tops with 2 T melted butter and immediately sprinkle tops with sesame seeds.  Bake at 350 degrees for 
12-15 minutes, or until cheese is melted and tops are golden brown. 

Submitted by Abby Atkins Bloomquist                                                                                                               
(Bev Atkins served these Sliders at Algonquin Church’s Prayer Box Craft Day, and they were delicious!  A 
Ham & Swiss Slider recipe will be featured in next month’s “Flame.”)         
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  ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1604 W Fourth  Avenue   

                  Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783  
Our Worship Servants for the month of June are: 

June 5   - No Algonquin service, combined service at Central 

June 13 - Liturgist is Emily Anderson, Greeter is Janice Wilson 

June 19 - Liturgist is Emily Anderson, Greeter is Bev Harwood and On-line Host is Rachel Pratt 

June 26 - Liturgist is Emily Anderson, Greeters are Bob and Bernita Sibbald  

                and On-line Host is Bernita Sibbald 

     Please note the change in United Women in 
Faith (formerly UMW) meeting dates.  The June 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 14 and the 
July one will be Tuesday, July 12.  They will be 
held at the church at 6:30 p.m., and all women are 
invited to attend. 

     Four generations, recently gathered to celebrate 
Bev Harwood’s 86th  birthday. Shown in the picture 
to the right with Bev are great grandson,      Andre, 
granddaughters, Ashley and Jackie, and son, Jerry. 

Submitted by Bernita Sibbald 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDING  CONGRATULATIONS   

Paxton Palmer and Emily Beld were 
married on March 27, 2022 at their       
paternal parent’s home in Lewisburg, 
Tennessee.  Parents are Paxton Sr and 
Rebecca Palmer & Joel and Carrie Beld 
of Brentwood.  The newlyweds are resid-
ing in Spring Hills, Tennessee.  The groom’s grandparents are 
Gary and Susan Palmer of Pickford & Ed and Grace Rousseau 
of Sault Ste. Marie.            
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              BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES 

    Central Birthdays 

  June 2  -  Bob Noble (97th)     June 25—Patti Kaunisto  
  June 7  -  Marv DeWitt     June 26—Bob Johnson  
  June 11—Hollis Taylor    June 27—Emily Baker   
  June 14—Shaon Jones    June 28—Arla McDowell  
  June 16—Cathy Wilkinson    June 28—Melissa McLain   
  June 24—Charlene DeWitt    June 29—Gayle Johnson 

Central Anniversaries 

June 20—Ben and Sharon Jones (63rd)                                                                    
June 21—Tom and Sue Brown (47th)                                                                     

June 21—Chan and Marge Huff (53rd)                                                                    
    June 22—Hollis and Hazel Taylor (64th)                              

June 29—Bob and Lisa Vincent (8th) 

 

  

 

Algonquin Birthdays 

    June 1  -  Debbie Wilson     June 5  -  Jim Wilson                              
  June 4  -  Bev Atkins     June 17—Joyce Craven                  
  June 4  -  Madison Atkins    June 22—Taryn Pratt (16th)  

 

                                                              Algonquin Anniversaries 

June 2—Chris and Becky Meicher                                                                         
   June 2—Ryan and Sarah Atkins (15th)                                  

June 6—Bob and Bernita Sibbald (35th) 
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              PENTECOST SUNDAY is June 5.  "When the day of Pentecost came, 
they were all  together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 

wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw 
what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them."   

                                                                                                          Acts 2:1-3 
 

FLAG DAY is June 14.   

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord."      Psalm 33:12 
 
                  

   FATHER'S DAY is June 19.   

"A wise son heeds his father's instruction."  Proverbs 13:1 


