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 The Pastor’s Perspective 
                                            
   Dear Ones in Christ, 

     We just finished up our Stewardship Campaign. A stewardship report is enclosed in this newsletter. We are still        
accepting pledges and will be announcing the installation of an on-line giving button for those of you who prefer to      
support the mission and ministries of our congregations this way. Financial support is essential for us to do the work of 
our churches, but without dedicated individuals who give of their time and effort, we would not be fulfilling the mission 
and ministries entrusted to us!  

     Both of our congregations have exceptional leaders…people who serve on  committees and on ministry teams.  
As we end 2021, let us celebrate their dedication and commitment!! I am grateful to our 
committee chairpersons and ad council members at large who have agreed to serve for 
another year. I also thank those people who serve year in and year out to fill necessary 
roles: financial secretaries (Sharon Jones/Bev Harwood), Algonquin treasurer (Mary 
Beth Vollick), membership secretaries (Rachael Pratt/Robin Myers), and recording     
secretary (Sherry Hutchins).  
 
     Special thank you to Sam White, Bob Sibbald, and Jim Atkins who represent   
Algonquin on our Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), rotating on and off as  
needed. Special thanks to our Vision Team who continue to work behind the scenes in 
mission, small groups, connecting our congregation and community, and leadership   
development. 
 
     New to the leadership slate this year is Seth Baker (ad council member at large),  Gin-
ger Bath & Jerry Bell (lay leadership development committee), Ron Hutchins (trustees), 
Marcie Gleason & Ginger Bath (SPRC). We are in need to two more people to serve on 
the finance committee. Two long-time members have gone off, and one     person moved 
last year so our numbers are really depleted. You do not need to have  special accounting 
skills, just a desire to serve. Please get in touch with myself, or     Kelley Bunker, if you 
are willing to serve. 

     Lastly, I would like to thank Earl Tomlinson and Don Wilson who more than fulfilled 
their commitment. Both these men served on Central’s finance committee for more than 
a decade. They have helped oversee the financial health of our church, always with an 
attitude of mission and ministry first. “The budget is a living document. We use it as a 
guide. If there is a need, we will find the funds to cover it.” Please thank them when you 
see them. We’ll miss their experience and giving spirits on the committee.  

     If  you have not picked up your Church Conference (annual meeting) packet, please do so. It includes the entire slate 
of servants for Central (some of Algonquin). We will install these leaders in worship in January 2022.  

     Grateful to be with you on the journey,   
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PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR SOLDIERS.... 
 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and  
their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.      

 

         Gavin Povey, the grandson of Diana and Ron Morgan, is in the Air Force and stationed in Great Falls, 
Montana.  His wife, Jewel, is also in the Air Force and in Great Falls.  They have a son, Eli Morgan Povey.      

 Sawyer Ball, the son of Marcia and Carl Ball, is stationed at Fort Steward, Georgia with the U.S. Army.  
He lives there with his wife, Sherry, and family.    

        Brent N. Johnson is a pilot stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force.  He is married to     
Catherine, and she is also in the Air Force, in Intelligence.  His grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.   

      Command Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg in Fayette, N.C.  He is the son of John 
Lutz and the late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.  

      CWS Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter.  
His parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan, and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.  

      The Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 66th Armored Regiment from Fort Riley, Kansas, has been        
deployed to Lithuania.  Pastor Vickie’s great nephew, Jake Peters, is serving in this group.   

                                
We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their 

loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space. Please make your editors or 
the church office aware of them. 
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ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES MISSION:                
CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE TO GOD BY BUILDING BRIDGES OF CARING,                

OUTREACH AND ACCEPTANCE 



                                   NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SPECIAL DATES TO REMEMBER 

November 28, 2021 was the first Sunday of ADVENT.    

  Advent traditionally means “arrival” or “coming,” especially of something having great                
  importance.   We now begin to look forward to the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

December 5   is the second Sunday of ADVENT 

December 12 is the third Sunday of ADVENT.  

December 19 is the fourth Sunday of ADVENT 

December 24: 5:00 p.m. service at Algonquin and 7:00 p.m. service at Central 

December 25 is Christmas Day.  Have a blessed Christmas! 

January 1, 2022: A Happy and Blessed New Year to all!    

January 2, 2022:  Epiphany.  This comes from the Greek word which means 
“appearance” or “manifestation”.  It refers to the Wise Men, who saw the appearance of God in the infant 
Jesus. 

 

 CENTRAL HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS: The church office will be closed on December 24 
through  December 31, 2021.  Staff will be in the office on Monday, January 3, 2022. 

Happy Holidays Everyone and stay safe! 

   

OFFERING ENVELOPES: The 2022 CUMC offering envelopes will be available for pick-up on  
December 12, 2021.  If you need them mailed to you, please contact Sherry at the church office at 632-8672 
or email centralumc632@gmail.com to make arrangements.   

  

 

REBECCA CIRCLE PIE SALE 

    The Rebecca Circle of the UMW just completed their Annual Pie 
Sale.  We had six bakers who baked 22 pies.  We raised $585 through 
baking and generous donations.  This will allow us to provide food and 

gifts for families in need at Christmas and Easter, plus needed items for New Hope for Women and the Di-
ane Peppler Center for women and children. 

     Thank you for supporting our efforts and for helping make the holidays much brighter and happier for 
those less fortunate.  Giving to others doesn’t just benefit the recipient, but the giver as well. 

    Submitted by Jackie Willey                             
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                                                  STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

   This year’s Stewardship Emphasis entitled “Celebrate Generosity,” shortened for the     
second year due to COVID, concluded on November 14, 2021.  As of this date 56 pledges 
have been recorded.  This compares to 59 for both 2020 and 2021.  The total amount 
pledged to the General Fund was $103,836, compared to $106,280 for 2021. 

     Commitments to Apportionments were $10,900, which is an increase of $2,260. The 
Building Fund received almost the same number of pledges as 2021 and totaled $11,962. 
However, the amount pledged has decreased by about $6,000. 

     The Finance Committee realizes that these have been trying times:  Covid, masks, social 
distancing and school disruptions, just to mention a few.  It is gratifying to see that even during difficult 
times, members and friends of Central continue to support our church and its’ programs. 

      The Finance Committee thanks the congregation for their support, prayers and assistance. There will be 
regular updates in the Flame as the year progresses.                                     

 Submitted by the Stewardship Committee     

  

 

 

WE EXTEND OUR CONDOLENCES..... 

 

 

.....Anne Bolton, former member of Central United Methodist Church, passed away on October 24, 2021 in 
Whitefish, Montana.  She was born on September 25, 1941 in   Kansas City, Missouri.  She had a 32 year 
career with the federal government, concluding as Superintendent (Indian Agent) for the 12 federally recog-
nized Indian Tribes in Michigan.  She retired from that position in 2003.  She and her husband, Bob Bolton, 
who predeceased her, were both active members of Central.  After retirement, they moved to Montana to be 
closer to family.  She is survived by two children, Sean Higgins and Jennifer Higgins Scott, and two grand-
children.    

.....Rev. David Liscomb passed away on April 6, 2021, at the age of 88, in Glendale, Arizona. He was born 
on January 24, 1933 in Romeo, Michigan.  He married Arlene Steffan on October 15, 1955., and they raised 
3 children.  An ordained minister in the United Methodist Church, he served a number of churches in Michi-
gan and Ohio, including Sault Ste. Marie Algonquin and Central United Methodist from 1992-1993.  He re-
tired in 1998 after 43 years in the ministry.  He and Arlene enjoyed their winter condo in Arizona.  He is sur-
vived by his wife, Arlene, of Crystal Falls, Michigan and Peoria, Arizona.  He is also survived by his twin 
brother, Robert, son Steven of Amasa, Michigan and daughter Candice of Dakar, Senegal, and daughter 
Stephanie of Lexington, Virginia, as well as 5 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.  A celebration of life 
was held at Christ UMC in Crystal Falls on September 5, 2021.   

.....And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes....Revelation 7:7b 
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                                               RECIPE ROUNDUP CORNER 

(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central Churches. We invite the sharing of your favorite 
recipes. Just write them out, include your name, and turn them into the box marked for “The 
Flame” outside of our secretary’s office, or email them to Barb Larson at blar-
son1517@charter.net It can be desserts, entrees, beverages, appetizers, etc.) 

 

           STRAWBERRY PECAN PRETZEL SALAD 

(Prep time: 15 minutes, Cook time: 7 minutes.  Yield: 20) 

Ingredients: 1 cup crushed pretzels     ½ cup chopped pecans   3/4 cup brown sugar 

3/4 cup butter, melted    3 cups diced strawberries     8 oz. cream cheese, softened 

½ cup granulated sugar     1 teaspoon vanilla     3 cups cool whip or whipped cream 

Directions: 1.  Mix together pretzels, pecans, brown sugar and melted butter 

2.  Spread on a large baking sheet (one with sides) and bake at 400 degrees for 7 minutes 

      Allow to cool and then break into small pieces.  Set aside. 

3.  Beat together: cream cheese, granulated sugar and vanilla.  Fold in the cool whip.  Cover and store in   
refrigerator.   

4.  Before serving, stir the strawberries and pretzel mix into the cream cheese mixture.   

    Submitted by Rachel Pratt 

 

 

               

                            POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS 2021    

    To order a plant for Christmas services,  please fill out the form below. You may honor 
or memorialize someone in this manner. The cost is $15.00 per plant.   
Please print clearly.   
 
Orders should be made and turned in by Sunday, December 5th.  Poinsettias may be taken home after the 
Christmas Eve service.         

Your Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please reserve # __________ flowers ($15.00 per plant)     TOTAL:  $_____________ 

The designation should read (please circle one):   In memory of      In honor of      For the glory of Christmas 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Order Deadline is December 5th.   Please mark checks poinsettia and make them payable to: Central United 
Methodist Church,111 East Spruce St., Sault Ste Marie, MI  49783. 
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           ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1604 W Fourth  Avenue   

                   Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783  
 

Worship Servants for December and January are:   

December 5:  Liturgist Jim Atkins                     Communion stewards Bob & Bernita Sibbald 

                       Greeters Ed & Grace Rousseau     On-line host Bev Atkins 

December12: Greeter Sharon Bennett                 On-line host Bernita Sibbald 

December 19:   Liturgist Bev Atkins       Greeters Todd & Mary Beth Vollick 

                          On-line host Mary Beth Vollick 

December 24: (Christmas Eve):  Liturgist Emily Anderson     Greeters Todd & Mary Beth Vollick 

                        Ushers Bob & Bernita Sibbald 

December 26: Liturgist Emily Anderson             Greeters Bob & Bernita Sibbald 

                        On-line host Bernita Sibbald 

January 2:       Liturgist Emily Anderson             Communion Stewards Todd & Mary Beth Vollick  

                       Greeters Bernita & Bob Sibbald   On-line host Mary Beth Vollick 

January 9:       Liturgist Bev Atkins      Greeter Bev Harwood   On-line host Bev Atkins 

January 16:     Liturgist Emily Anderson     Greeter Sharon Bennett 

January 23:     Liturgist Marcia White      Greeter Rachel Pratt    On-line host Bernita Sibbald 
 

     The Algonquin United Methodist Women invite you to join us for coffee hour and a Christmas cookie 
sale on December 19 immediately following the church service. 
     Thank you to all who showed up to help bring our new piano into the church and set it up.  The piano is a 
very generous gift donated by Vangel and Deborah Perroy. Thank you for this special gift.  In the picture on 
the left are some of the crew who helped with the piano’s move.  They included members from the church, 
some family and friends of the members and some of the Perroy family.  Also shown is our pianist, Kara 
LaLonde, in the picture on the right.  

Submitted by Bernita Sibbald 
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CENTRAL’S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S BAZAAR 

     The 2021 annual Christmas bazaar was held on November 13th with a lot of         anticipation, hoping for 
good weather (and we got it), and looking forward to seeing old friends again. We did-
n't know what to expect as far as how many would come, would they respect our re-
quest to wear a mask and could we keep people safe! As it turned out, people were un-
derstanding and I think appreciated our safety efforts. We made some changes in the 
dining room with serving food, masks and gloves being worn by servers. It went very 
smoothly thanks to Diana Morgan’s planning and leadership. Terri Bush has the plan-
ning, ordering, making and serving of sandwich loaves down to a science! Sharon Jones 
in the baked booth, Betty McDonald and Evelyn Bush in Knits and Sewing booth, Mary 
Beth Aikens and Robin Myers in AtticTreasurers, the craft booth, jewelry table, ticket table, everyone knowing 
their job and doing it well!! Thank you to all the people who participated, setting up, decorating, baking, mak-
ing crafts, selling items; you are so important to the success of our bazaar. Following is the break down of the 
money raised in each area: 
   Bake Booth $859.50  Kitchen. $129.00 
   Attic Treasures $266.16 Knits. $223.50 
   Crafts. $1,562.50  Tickets. $392.00 
   Jewelry. $109.50      
     Total. $ 3,542.66. 
 
Saturday sales $2,606.66, Pre-sales $288.00, Sunday sales. $648.00 
Again, thank you to everyone who made this a wonderful and very successful day. Our church is blessed to 
have such people as you. 
Jackie Willey  

 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! 

     I would like to personally thank all who helped with  Central’s bazaar.  Your help was invaluable for our 
success!    Again, thank you, Diana Morgan                                                                           
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

5:00 P.M.—ALGONQUIN UMC  

7:00 P.M.—CENTRAL UMC  



ALL SAINTS’ DAY   Since the 4th century, the Christian church has been setting aside a time to remember 
those who have passed on.  On November 7th the following from Central and Algonquin Churches were      
remembered at Central United Methodist Church: Listed is their affiliation and the date of their passing:   

Ron Buckler, Central Member, partner of Kathy Packman, November 21, 2019 

Judy LaFord, sister of Mary Beth Aikens, June 30, 2020 

Russell McDowell, Central Member, November 1, 2020 

Dorothy Wagner, Member Algonquin, November 17, 2020 

Austin Thompson, Member Algonquin, November 24, 2020 

Burton Jones, brother of Ben Jones, November 25, 2020 

Vern Coutant, Central Member, December 4, 2020 

Arthur Greiner, father of Bernita Sibbald, December 17, 2020 

Jessie Brown, sister of Bob Noble, December 23, 2020 

Barb Campbell, Central Member, January 22, 2021 

Bob Beaumont, Central, Member, January 25, 2021 

Jeannie O’Connor, Member Algonquin, sister of Rachel Pratt & Jim Atkins, March 20, 2021 

Jeff Coullard, brother and brother-in-law of Jim & Brenda Coullard, March 26, 2021 

Mary Woods, mother of Sherry Hutchins, March 26, 2021 

Mike McKee, brother of Nancy McKee, April 15, 2021 

Wanda Thompson, Member Algonquin, May 15, 2021 

Alice Maas, aunt of Melissa McLain, June 9, 2021 

Charles Bennin, brother & brother-in-law of Norb & Pat Bennin, July 8, 2021 

Grace Dubow, former Central Member, July 8, 2021 

Milton McLain, Jr., brother of Tony McLain, July 23, 2021 

Paul Monson, former Central Member, July 31, 2021 

Thomas Beatty, cousin of Melissa McLain, August 18, 2021 

Aaron Lasecki, friend of Bev & Jim Atkins, August 20, 2021                              

Carolyn Cheney, aunt of Diane Bell, August 27, 2021 

Vangel Perroy, friend of Algonquin congregation, October 11, 2021 

Wayne Morley, son of Dorothy Morley, October 12, 2021 

Russell Hoornstra, Central Member, father of Dale Hoornstra, October 18, 2021 

Spencer Atkinson, grandson of Earl & Marge Tomlinson, October 19, 2021 

Rev. David Liscomb, former pastor at Central and Algonquin United Methodist churches         
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CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ENDOWMENT 

FUND REPORT—2021                                                  
 
     The Endowment Fund was established in 1985 under the leadership of Rev. John C. 
Huhtala Sr. and now has grown to over 2.6 million in assets due to the generous        
donation by our Church members. The Endowment Committee recommends a certain percentage of our assets 
to be made available each year, and this year the amount was voted to be 5% due to the excellent growth of our 
assets. This made $120,000.00 available in 2021 for the promotion and development of religious, charitable 
and educational activities and for non reoccurring purposes NOT REGULARLY BUDGETED.  
    Our church has established a Vision Team to develop and direct our church’s mission into the future. Part of 
this mission is reaching out to our community. Last year we contributed to the Foster Home Project, and this 
year we have reached out to the Soo Theater Restoration Project and Scholarship Fund as well as the Hospice 
organization. These outreaches of our church assist youth, young adults and senior citizens in our community. 
As you can see in our approved requests below, a wide variety of projects have been funded both for our 
church and beyond our walls. We are a very blessed church due to some past visioning, and this has allowed 
our church to be a leader in our community.  
    Thank you to all for your support in growing our church and its mission. 
 
 OUTREACH- Welcome Baskets for new community members                         $2,000.00 
 OUTREACH- Eirinn Abu Community concert                                                   $2,000.00 
 VISION TEAM- Support for programming                                                         $5,000.00 
 TRUSTEES- Flooring for Sault Cabin Camp Michigamme                                $4,000.00 
 EDUCATION- Family Ministries support                                                         $24,000.00 
 MUSIC- Organ inspection & Tuning                                                                    $1,500.00    
 TRUSTEES- Office Furniture                                                                               $1,500.00 
 OUTREACH- Soo Theater Restoration Project                                                  $10,000.00 
 OUTREACH- Soo Theater Scholarship Fund CCCF                                          $10,000.00 
 DUBOW FUND                                                                                                         $449.31 
 HOLIDAY FUND                                                                                                     $115.66 
 POPPINK FUND                                                                                                      $361.50 
 WESLEY FUND- LSSU campus Ministries                                                          $3,640.23 
 TRUSTEES – Office Furniture for Church Secretary           $10,000.00 
 OUTREACH – Agape House Loan Reduction - Camp Michigamme                   $5,000.00 
 VISION TEAM- furnace funding for God’s Country Cooperative Parish           $10,000.00 
 OUTREACH- Northwoods Christian Camp Washer/Dryer                                   $1,000.00 
 HOSPICE- Support for loss of fund raising events due to Covid: “Dancing  
                    With The Stars & Madrigal Dinner”                                                               $25,000.00 
 
 TOTAL FUNDING BY ENDOWMENT FUND FOR 2021                           $115,566.70 
             
 Submitted by Tom Robinson    
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News from Family Ministry  

Kay Miller, Family Ministry Coordinator 

 

     Family Night began at the end of September.  We are a small 
but mighty group.  Come join us! 

We have done different things each week on Wednesday nights.  
We made cards to stay connected with people in our church, 
prayed in color, played Bible Bingo and Bible Pictionary, used 
Holy Listening Stones, did crafts and had a Halloween party!  
Our big project now is helping to welcome the Afghan Refugees. 

     Fifteen hundred refugees will be coming to Michigan in the 
next few months.  These people have had to leave their homes 
with very few possessions.  They are coming to a place that is 
very different from what the know.   During Family Night, we 
are creating messages of hospitality and encouragement.  We are 
also collecting change in a jar to help the Afghan Association of 
Michigan create welcome baskets for the new arrivals.  You can 
visit the websites of the following organizations if you would 
like to know more about the Afghan Refugees and how you can 
help.                                        

 
 Ann Arbor                                                                                       
 Jewish Family Services  
 Battle Creek 
     Samaritas  
 Detroit/Southeast Michigan 
 Samaritas, USCRI                                                                                      
 Kalamazoo 
 Bethany Christian Services   
 Samaritas 
 Grand Rapids (including Holland and                          
      Muskegon) 
 Bethany Christian Services  
 Samaritas 
 Lansing 
 St. Vincent Catholic Charities   
 Samaritas (foster care for unaccompanied        

minors) 
 Afghan Association of Michigan 
                                                                                                               
                  . 

During December Family Night and Young Christian Worship will use the curriculum:The Heart that Grew 
Three Sizes:  Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch. 
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Nora with the Holy Listening Stones 

            Help us support the Afghan Refugees. 



FEEDING AMERICA 

     Central United Methodist Church, with the help 
of the Lions Club, provided volunteers for the Oc-
tober 20th Feeding America event.  We served 188 
households.  This included 500 individuals, of 
which 159 were seniors, 149 were children and 39 
were veterans.  We had 13 volunteers from Central 
and 4 from the Lions Club, who gave generously 
of their time.  Those participating were: Angela 
and Alex Rowell, Paolo Cancelli (exchange stu-
dent), Art and Debbie Smart, Ethan Roy, Bob Le-
Cureux, Diana Morgan, Barb Carlisle, Lori Horner and Bob and Jackie Willey.  Lions members were Tom 
Brown (also a Central member), Bill Munsell, Craig Krouth and Bob Mattson.  There are several Feeding 
America events which are city-wide, but the one in Kinross has been the one for which we provide most volun-
teers.  We have so enjoyed working together in this event with Algonquin Church and the Lions Club over the 
last year. 

     We have found our niche: Art Smart with his homemade signal flags made of wood and plastic bags which 
direct the traffic Bob Willey sends his way; Debbie Smart and Angela Rowell getting needed information from 
each car in line; Lori Horner, organizer extraordinaire; Tom Brown, whom I always depend upon to provide 
Lions members to work with us, side by side.  All unpack crates, fill boxes with food and load boxes in car 
trunks. 

     Each in our own way is there to offer God’s love in service to others.  Thank you all of you who are a   
blessing to our community. 

 Submitted by Jackie Willey 

 

Upcoming Family Night Dates: 
December 1 - Advent Study -  

Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch 

December 8 – Advent Study 

December 15 – Advent Party- Last night until March 2022! 
Bring food for Backpack Ministry 

 
Family Night resumes March 2, 2022 on Ash Wednesday 

Children, Youth, and Adult studies for Lent 
Join Us 

Wednesday Nights   
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
Everyone is invited. 

A light supper will be served at 5:30 p.m.  
Followed by music, fun, games, and a time for meditation. 

We will finish by 7:00 p.m. 
Call:  906-632-8672 

Email: centralumc632@gmail.com             
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Hands-on-Mission 
God’s Country Cooperative Parish 

Warm Clothing Give-away 
 
     I want to extend a warm thank you to Brenda & Jamie Coullard, Jim & Bev Atkins, Sherry & Ron         
Hutchins, Marsha Jenkins-Ball and Barb Carlisle who all volunteered for the warm clothing give away at 
God’s County Cooperative Parish at the Dunlap Ministry Center on October 11th, 12th and 13th.  Monday was a 
day of setting up and organizing, unpacking bags and boxes of donations, hanging coats on racks and                  
arranging mittens, hats & boots on tables under the leadership of Randy Hildebrant and Ann Bradley.  Tuesday 
was the first day of the give-away. Randy gathered us for prayer before the doors opened asking God’s          
blessing on the day and those who entered in need.  Volunteers welcomed and assisted families in finding 
warm clothing for children and adults. Over 250 winter coats were provided the first day and nearly the same 
amount on Wednesday.  It was wonderful to see families so excited to find a warm winter coat, many of the 
children trying it on and wearing it out of the building.  The center also had hoodies, socks and other winter 
clothing families were able to shop for. 
 
     This is an amazing mission in the Newberry area where poverty and isolation is so present, and we           
experienced families who were happy and thankful for what they received. It was a blessing to be part of how 
GCCP is serving our EUP community. As Randy wrote in their recent newsletter “Love, compassion, and     
acceptance is the center of what we do at GCCP in spreading the word of God”. 
 
Submitted by Terri Bush 
 

                      

                             BACK PACK PROGRAM/MITTEN TREE UPDATE 

     We have two community mission projects in which we invite our church family the opportunity to            
participate.  They are: 

     The Back Pack Program is an ongoing mission/outreach project in which our church is presently          
providing for 25 families from the Lincoln School district.  This gives children from needy families food to 
help them over weekends when their school lunch program is unavailable to them.  Food is purchased from 
Feeding America, as this is the most economical way to buy.  Monetary donations are very welcomed and 
needed.  To participate in the expense, please make your checks out to Central United Methodist and designate 
the Back Pack mission.   

     The Mitten Tree is up and is located by the elevator on the 2nd floor of Central Church.  It will remain up 
all winter, so our church family is invited to be generous with gifts of mittens, hats and socks. We have found 
that mittens and socks are the most needed.  We have a very ample supply of baby sizes, but items for all other 
ages are very needed.  You may drop off your items when you come for church services 
or are in the downtown area.  I would also be happy to accept them dropped off at my 
home at 114 E. 14th (this is just off Ashmun Street, near Pizza Hut) or if you will phone 
me at 632-2356, I will pick up items.  These items are    distributed to our area schools, 
and they are very happy to receive them and stress how needed they are.    

 Submitted by Diana Morgan                            
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Welcome Baskets Distributed 

 

Welcome Baskets, as part of our Outreach Mission, are being assembled and pre-
sented to families new to the Sault area. The baskets are filled with goodies such as 
chocolate chip cookie mix kit in a jar, caramel corn donated by Alpine Choc Haus, 
fresh-baked bread from Neville’s Supere e plus a fun family Bridge-building kit 
made from marshmallows and spaghe , hand-made note cards, dish clothes or 
scrubbers and a few more helpful home items. 

 

50 Welcome Baskets were recently distributed to 50 Coast Guard families new to the 
area. Ombudsman Amanda Hoover (with help from Lanie) picked up the baskets and 
distributed them to the Coast Guard families.  

Amanda writes “please know that ALL of these dona ons,  me and thoughts are  
greatly appreciated.  All the members and commands that I have delivered to are  
beyond grateful to you all and are truly enjoying them.  Thank you all again from  
the bo om of our heart for all that you have done and con nue to do for our  
Coast Guard Families.”      

  

 

 

Blake J. Rausch SCPO writes, “…it was amazing and makes  
coming to the Soo feel like coming home….I took a picture while 
my daughter was making cookies, our family really appreciates 
the hospitality and generosity you have all provided.” 

 

 

The Welcome Basket commi ee requests help from you. 

  Do you know of any family new to the community we could reach out to with a Welcome Basket? 
 We need dona ons to include in the basket such as hand-made dish clothes, scratchers, note cards or 

any other item that would be helpful to a family moving into a new home. 
 A special big thank you to Alpine Chocolat Haus for the generous dona on of caramel corn 
 Thank you to all who helped assemble the jars of cookie mix and donated the lovely dish clothes,       

scrubbers, and note cards. 
 If you can help in any way, please contact:  Janet Rogers (906-440-1957),       
   Charlene DeWi   (906-478-6550), or Melissa McLain (517-899-0843).                 
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              BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES 

       Central Birthdays 

  December 1—Earl Tomlinson  January 1—Marge Tomlinson                 
  Deember  8—Lori Horner   January 3—Kathy Packman           
  December 15—Mary Arfstrom  January 4—Doris Kelly                                   
  December 20—Dorohy Morley  January 7—Tony McLain                            
  December 25—Lynn LeCureux  January 11—Pete Bush                                 

  December 27—Kristen Hartman  January 12 ― Sherry Ingham 
  December 30—Bernie Arbic   January 18—Carl Ball                                              
        January 27—Joan Shadnaw    
        January 28—Doug Kirkpatrick  
                    January 29—Linda Bell     
  

Central Anniversaries 

    December 24—Doris and Mike Kelly (50th)                                                              
January 2—Evelyn and Pete Bush (62nd)                                                                  

January 10—Diana and Ron Morgan (62nd)   
 January 12—Sherry and Randy Ingham (43)                                                      

 

 

Algonquin Birthdays 

  December 6—Shelly White-Thomas  January 3—Melissa Wilson                                             
  December 14—Jaiden Porcaro (18th)  January 4—Rachel Pratt                                               
  December 19—Emily Wilson   January 16—Eric Thomas                                        
  December 24—Macy Collia (13th)   January 24—Joshua Collia   
        January 30—Corrine Meicher   

   Algonquin Anniversaries  

    December 22—Frances and Jim Sylvester     
      January 8—Grace and Ed Rousseau (55th)    

 

 

A REMINDER: The deadline for material to be submitted for our next “Flame,” the                    
February 2022 issue, is noon on January 15, 2022.        

      



Advent 2021 

November 29 – Advent One (Light the candle of Peace) 
“When Everything is Wrong” 
Luke 1:26-38 – Mary Gets a Visit from Gabriel 
 
December 5 – Advent Two (Light the candle of Hope) 
“When Christmas Isn’t Christmas” 
Ma hew 3:1-11 – John the Bap st 
 
December 12 – Advent Three (Light the candle of Love) 
“When Light Shines” 
Ma hew 1:18-25 – Joseph takes Jesus to be his Son 
 
December 19 – Advent Four (Light the candle of Joy) 
“The Heart That Grew Three Sizes” 
Luke 1:29-56 – Mary visits Elizabeth 
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                                        A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL 

                      "Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine;   
                     Love was born at Christmas, star and angels gave the sign."                     
                                Hymn # 242 of the United Methodist hymnal  

                                         HAPPY NEW YEAR, 2022, TO ALL 
                           "O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  
                             our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home."  
                                        Hymn #117 of the United Methodist hymnal  


