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SEPTEMBER 2021
The Pastor’s Perspective
Dear Ones in Christ,
Jesus taught to the masses, but his primary teaching was done in a small group of 12 disciples. Disciples he selected for
the mission of taking his message to the world. As followers of Jesus, you and I have also been selected to take Jesus’
message to the world—a message of love.
As I indicated in the sermon on August 15, when we are rooted and grounded in God’s love, God provides the power
we need to take Jesus’ message into the world. This power of love will grow within us as we grow in our faith. Likewise,
our understanding of God’s love is something that develops over time. It involves worship, prayer, Christ-centered
gratitude, and gathering in small groups.
With this in mind, I encourage you to join one of the small groups available in our churches. Here are some of the offerings: United Methodist Women (3 groups), women’s book group, Wednesday Bible
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study at 10:00 am, choir or bell choir (see information in the newsletter), crafters on
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Wednesday morning at 10:00 am, Family Night on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm (see Pastor’s Perspective
information inside newsletter). We will have brochures available with all the current
Prayer Wheel/Thanks
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small groups available at both churches.
Notes & Noteworthy
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This fall, I will be leading something we haven’t done in some time—DISCIPLE
Bible Study. This particular Bible study is entitled “Invitation to the New Testament.”
We will begin on Monday, September 27th at 6:00pm with an orientation class. This
is open to both congregations and on zoom for those who are interested. Please sign up
on our website: www.cumcsoo.org or call the church office at (906) 632-8672. Books
will be provided.
DISCIPLE Bible Study has been the gold standard for many United Methodists. It is
an in-depth, long-term, life-changing small-group Bible study. Traditionally 32 weeks
long, in response to our current culture, DISCIPLE has put together a variety of shortterm Bible studies. This particular study is nine (9) weeks, including the orientation
meeting. DISCIPLE Bible Study challenges participants to hear and respond to Jesus’
invitation to “Follow me.” DISCPLE provides the framework for a small-group to support and encourage one another as they grow in their understanding of sharing God’s
love.
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Now is the time for us to return to community—gathering together, growing in Christ, and giving ourselves to others.
Join one of the small groups available or start something else. How can you take the message of God’s love into the
world? It is needed now more than ever!
Grateful to be with you on this journey,

ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES MISSION:

CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE TO GOD BY BUILDING BRIDGES OF CARING,
OUTREACH AND ACCEPTANCE

PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR SOLDIERS....
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and
their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
Gavin Povey, the grandson of Diana and Ron Morgan, is in the Air Force and stationed in Great Falls,
Montana. His wife, Jewel, is also in the Air Force and in Great Falls. They have a son, Eli Morgan Povey.
.
Sawyer Ball, the son of Marcia and Carl Ball, is stationed at Fort Steward, Georgia with the U.S. Army.
He lives there with his wife, Sherry, and family.
Brent N. Johnson is a pilot stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force. He is married to
Catherine, and she is also in the Air Force, in Intelligence. His grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.
Command Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg in Fayette, N.C. He is the son of John
Lutz and the late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.
CWS Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter.
His parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan, and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.

The Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 66th Armored Regiment from Fort Riley, Kansas, has been deployed
to Lithuania. Pastor Vickie’s great nephew, Jake Peters, is serving in this group.
We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their
loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space. Please make your editors or
the church office aware of them.

Dear Church Family:
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the beautiful and warm farewell
blessings bestowed on us at the July 11th service. We want Pastor Vickie and the
congregation to know that the whole farewell, which includes what was written, said,
and the laying on of hands, will be remembered by us always. We have a lot of history here
starting as very young children through our early 20’s, and then again for the past 20
years. This church will always have a warm place in our hearts and will forever be referred
to as our “home” church.
Thank you also for the bracelets and plaques reminding us how blessed we are to have been born in this
lovely area. We will remember all of you with love and gratitude as we continue on life’s journey.
Sincerely,
Linda Beaumont and Andree Watson
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NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY
Looking Ahead:
Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 6, in observance of Labor Day.
Camp Michigamme Church Retreat for all ages will be October 8-10
Fall Coat Give Away will be October 21-22 at God’s Country Cooperative in Newberry
October 24, 2021 will be Stewardship Sunday with the theme of “Celebrate Generosity.”
Central’s Christmas Bazaar will be November 13.

ENDOWMENT FORMS are in committee chair mailboxes and also are available from the church
office. Forms must be submitted by September 20th.
If you have questions, get in touch with Tom Robinson at robinsonbirchpoint@jamadots.com.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
The annual Christmas Bazaar is scheduled for November 13, 2021, if all goes well with the virus.
The workshop is busy with so many projects that Lori Horner cut out of wood for us. I think you will be as
excited about them as we are. A theme hasn’t been chosen yet, but we are working on it, and I will get the
information out as quickly as possible. We will be looking for volunteers to work the day before, setting up,
and the day of. We will have a sign-up sheet in the bulletin closer to the event.
We have coffee and cookies every Wednesday morning—come and visit us in the craft room.
Submitted by Jackie Willey

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
JOIN THE MUSIC PROGRAM AT CENTRAL
Adult Choir rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 8th at 7 p.m. and we’ll prepare to sing in church on
Sunday, September 19th.
Adult Bell Choir rehearsals will begin Wednesday, October 6th at 6 p.m. and we’ll prepare to ring in
church on Sunday, October 31st.
Any questions - contact me at wilkinsoncathy@gmail.com or 906-630-1777.
Submitted by Cathy Wilkinson, Worship Committee Chair
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WE EXTEND OUR CONDOLENCES.....
.....to the family and friends of Charles “Chuck” Bennin, who passed away
July 8, 2021. He was born in Sault Ste. Marie on December 23, 1947. He lived
in Brimley until the 9th grade, when his family moved to Pickford, and he graduated from there in 1966. He
was active in all sports during his high school years. He went on to become a coach and Athletic Director of
the Pickford Schools, giving 38 years of service to those schools. He is survived by his wife, Mary Jane, 3
children, and 8 grandchildren, and also his brother and sister-in-law, Norb and Patti Bennin. Services were
held at the Pickford Presbyterian Church on July 15th.
.....to the family and friends of Grace Dubow, who passed away July 8, 2021 in Marquette, Michigan.
She was born on June 12, 1924. She was married to Sam Dubow, and they were very active members at
Central United Methodist Church during the years he was employed with the Sault Schools. She was well
known as a local artist. A graveside service was held on July 20th at Oaklawn Chapel Gardens in Sault Ste.
Marie, with their children and grandchildren taking part.
.....to the family and friends of Paul Monson, who passed away July 31, 2021. He was born in Escanaba,
Michigan on April 21, 1931, moved to St. Ignace at the age of 2, and graduated from LaSalle High School.
He then went to Sault Tech (now Lake Superior State University), to the University of Michigan and then to
Eastern Michigan University, where he received his Master’s Degree in Special Education. He and his wife,
Irene, who died on January 30, 2020, were married for 65 years. They had 3 children: Steve (Melanie), Rob,
and Jay (Mary), 6 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren and 1 great-great grandchild. He was Director/ Supervisor for Special Education in the Sault schools, and upon retirement from there, he and Irene moved to
Fennville to be nearer to some of the family. He and Irene were very active members of Central United
Methodist during their years here. A memorial service was held on August 28 at Saugatuck United Methodist Church.

WELCOME NEWCOMER!!

Cora Mae Bell was born on July 12,
2021 at War Memorial Hospital. She has
two sisters, Marah and Kinley. (She and
Kinley share the same birthday!) Her parents are Katelyn and
Nick Bell. Her grandparents are Diane and Ray Bell and her
great grandparents are Linda and Jerry Bell. Cora Mae is named
after Diane’s dad’s grandmother (plus they liked the name).
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CAMP MICHIGAMME
Pictured here are two campers from Central
United Methodist Church at Camp Michigamme.
They are Devon, age 10, and Mason, age 9. They
are the sons of Jeanine and J.C. Sherman and the
grandsons of Sue and Tom Brown. In the group
picture Devon is in the 2nd row, 2nd from the left,
and Mason is in the 3rd row, 2nd from the left.
Both boys sent Central a thank you note for paying a part of their camp cost, which came from the
Dubow, Poppink and Holiday camp funds
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News from Christian Education and Family Ministry
Together with Faith Lutheran and First United Presbyterian, Central and Algonquin Churches put together and distributed 95
Vacation Bible School packets. In addition, Central created 6 packets for preschool children. We want to thank the congregation
and organizations who donated to this project.

Harper Sherman, Nora Baier and Kinley Bell enjoying some of the activities from VBS.

Coming Up in Christian Education
September 5 and 12, 2021
Sunday Mornings: 10:30-11:30 Nursery Only
There will be no Young Christian Sunday School. Children’s worship bags will be available in the
sanctuary.
September 19, 2021 National Back to Church Sunday
Nursery available at 10:30 for children birth through age 4.
Elementary age children will join the adults in the sanctuary until after the children’s sermon. They
will then leave with Ms. Kay for Young Christian Worship. This will continue through the school year.
September 22, 2021 Church Family Night Begins!
This is for the entire church family! And guests!
We are Reclaiming Wednesdays for the Church! A light supper will be served from 5:30 to 6:00pm.
Then we will break into small groups. These will include Bible study, children and youth groups, clean-up
crew/coffee club, and Bell Choir. If you have ideas or interests for other groups, or would like to help in
other ways, please contact Vickie or Kay.

A REMINDER: The deadline for material to be submitted for our next Flame, the October
2021 issue, is September 15, 2021 at noon.
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Central and Algonquin United Methodist Church
will be partnering on October 21st and 22nd 2021 with
God’s Country Cooperative Parish
for a Volunteers in Mission Hands-on Mission Project
We will be part of their Warm Clothing Give Away
On Thursday, October 21st and Friday, the 22nd , Central and Algonquin UMC congregations
are volunteering to support God’s Country Cooperative Parish with their Warm Clothing Give
Away.
Members have the opportunity to travel to Newberry to help with the event. Randy Hildebrant indicated that this would be an excellent way for our congregations to meet the people
GCCP serve and see how GCCP’s mission work is making a difference in their community.
The God’s Country Cooperative Parish covers a 2500 square mile area from Engadine to
Paradise at Whitefish Bay, to Grand Marais, and encompasses McMillan, Germfask, Newberry
and Hulbert. The isolation, extremely harsh long winters, and scarcity of jobs bring real
challenges to these churches and the communities they serve.
There will be donation boxes at the church entrances in September if you have coats, hats,
or mittens to donate. Please contact the church office or text or call Terri Bush at
906-440-2850 if you have questions or want to volunteer.
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ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1604 W Fourth Avenue
Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783

Worship Servants for the month of September are:
Sept.5: Communion Steward - Bernita Sibbald

Sept.12: Liturgist - Marcia White

Usher - Bob Sibbald

Greeter - Rachel Pratt

Greeter - Sandy Gaus

On-line host - Mary Beth Vollick

On-line host - Rachel Pratt
Sept. 15: Liturgist - Bev Atkins

Sept. 26: Greeters - Grace & Ed Rousseau

Greeter - Lillie Dost

On-line host - Bernita Sibbald

On-line host - Bev Atkins
Change Jar:

The month of June we had $240 donated for the EUP Special Olympics.
The month of July we had $188 donated for Hearthside Assisted Living.

Pictured here for VBS are some grandkids of Algonquin members that participated in the VBS kits that were
sent home.
Three of Laura and Ted Aikens granddaughters enjoyed
the VBS kits: Breigh Aikens, age 7 of Sault Ste. Marie,
Chloe LeGrand, age 8 and Adeline LeGrand, age 4 of
Woodlawn, Illinois. (Visiting grandma and grandpa for 2
weeks!)

Bev and Jim Atkins grandson, Mason Atkins, age 10 of
Traverse City, worked on one of the VBS kits while spending
time with grandma in the Sault.
Submitted by Bernita Sibbald
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Algonquin
&

Central UMC’s
invite you to our

Church Retreat

Oct. 8-10, 2021
All Ages and Families Welcome!
Have you ever been to church camp? Family camp? Retreat? We are rolling all these into one fun-filled,
memorable weekend. Our goal for this event: Have fun! Relax, and spend time with God, nature, people
we love and people we will come to love! Can you imagine Camp Michigamme the second weekend of
October? It will be spectacular!

Our Retreat theme is
Leaning into Leadership:
We Are Led Before We Lead
With Rev. Dr. Martha Burnell
We will explore how our leadership can be inspired and
shaped by the story of Jesus of Nazareth.

We need YOU there
to make it complete!
We are making this accessible to all who want to come.
There are variety of cabin options―multigenerational
families, friends together; singles together,; and two RV
spots.

Schedule:
Friday, Oct. 8:
Dinner, opening session
Saturday, Oct. 9:
Meals, sessions,
afternoon unscheduled
Sunday, Oct. 10:
Worship, brunch
Free transportation by Checker Tour Bus to camp will be
provided and is included in your registration!

Reserve Your Spot Today!
The cost for this entire weekend of fun is:
Adults (18 & up): $70.00 each
*Children (17 & younger): FREE
(including transportation)

We hope you and your family
can join us!
Checks should be made out to CUMC with
“Camp Michigamme” on the memo line
and turned in with your completed registration form to the office or mailed to:
111 East Spruce Street
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783.
For more information call the church office at
906-632-8672
Our Mission:

Connecting all people to God by building bridges of caring, outreach, and
acceptance.
Algonquin and Central United
Methodist Churches
111 East Spruce Street

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
906-632-8672
Email: centralumc632@gmail.com

Registration Form
All Church Retreat at Camp Michigamme
October 8—10
With Rev. Dr. Martha Burnell

Leaning Into Leadership: We Are Led Before We Lead

Sign-up today and Return to the office by Sept. 27, 2021
Name(s):____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Number and ages of :
Adults:

______

Children: _________

I would like to bunk with: ________________________________________________

Contact Information:
Phone: _____________________

Email: ______________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Food Allergies: ________________________________________________________

More information
to follow!
The complete cost for this fun weekend is: (Including transportation)
*Adults: (18 and up) $70.00 each

*Children ( 17 and younger) : FREE

RECIPE ROUNDUP CORNER
(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central Churches. We invite the sharing of
your favorite recipes. Just write them out, include your name, and turn them into the box marked for “The
Flame” outside of our secretary’s office, or email them to Barb Larson at blarson1517@charter.net It can
be desserts, entrees, beverages, appetizers, etc.)

Ravioli Lasagna
Ingredients:
1 bag of frozen ravioli (either meat or cheese) (Don”t need to thaw)
Fresh spinach (I used frozen broccoli, cooked and chopped)
8 oz shredded Mozzarella cheese
Pasta sauce of your choice

Spread 1/2 cup of hot pasta sauce into a greased 11 x 7in baking dish. Layer with ravioli, spinach (or
broccoli,) mozzarella cheese and hot pasta sauce. Repeat layers. Sprinkle top with cheese. Bake,
uncovered, at 350 degrees for 45 minutes or until edges are bubbly and cheese is melted. Let stand 5
minutes before serving. Enjoy!
Submitted by Sharon Jones

Saying Good Bye to Linda Beaumont and Andree Watson
A farewell blessing and the laying on of hands was held in Central church on July 11th to say farewell to
two of Central’s members. Linda and Andree both grew up in this church, left to marry and raise
families, and then returned about 20 years ago. They are both moving to the Grand Rapids area to be
closer to family.
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The following hymn was sung at Grace Dubow’s memorial service. It is adapted from Dvorak’s New World Symphony, and the words are so beautiful we wanted to share it with our church
family.
Submitted by Barbara Larson and Sharon Jones.

GOING HOME
“Gong home, going home. I am going home.
Quiet like, some still day, I am going home.
It’s not far, just close by, through an open door.
Work all done, care laid by, never fear no more.
Mother’s there expecting me, Father’s waiting too.
Lots of faces gathered there, all the friends I knew.
No more fear, no more pain.
No more stumbling by the way.
No more longing for the day.
Going to run no more.`
Morning star light the way, Restless dreams all gone.
Shadows gone, break the day,
Real life has begun.
Going home, Going home, I am going home.

Shadows gone, break of day.
Real life has begun.”

Back to Church Sunday, September 19, 2021
Gather with us as we join thousands of Christian Churches across the nation for
Back to Church Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021.
Lets reclaim Sunday morning as a time to honor God and reconnect
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BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES
Central Birthdays
September 4 - Diana Morgan
September 8 - Kay Miller
September 10 - Evelyn Bush
September 15 - Marcia Jenkins-Ball

September 17 - Ruth Molino (88th)
September 22 - Sheri Garee
September 25 - Marquetta Bruce
September 27 - Nate Moran

Central Anniversaries
September 1 - Jamie and Brenda Coullard (37th)
September 12 - Ray and Diane Bell (34th)

Algonquin Birthdays
September 9 - John O’Connor
September 19 - Sharon Bennett
September 20 - Ed Rousseau

September 21 - Bob Sibbald
September 23 - Chris Meicher

FEEDING AMERICA EVENT
On July 7th the Lions Club partnered with Algonquin and Central churches again
to provide the volunteers needed for a successful Feeding America event. We had
seventeen from Algonquin and Central who participated: Jim and Bev Atkins, Marcia
Jenkins-Ball, Barb Carlisle, Lori Horner, Ron (also a member of Lions Club) and Sherry
Hutchins, Terri Lamoreaux, Diana Morgan, Rachel Pratt, Jan Rogers, Art and Debbie
Smart, Angie and Alexander Rowell, Bob and Jackie Willey. The nine Lion's Club
members were, Jason Fegan, Ron Hutchins (mentioned above) Craig Krouth, Bob Mattson, Ruth McCord,
Nikki Dowd McKechnie, Cheryl and Roger Sorenson and Randy Sorenson. More was expected of us this
time; large flats of boxes filled with food had to be divided into individual boxes to be distributed to 202
families. Within these families were 143 children, 164 seniors, 55 veterans and 162 others adding up to
524 individuals served. What food was left was picked up by Salvation Army for their food distribution.
Most of Algonquin and Central wore our Vision tee shirts—soon enough it will become a habit to put
them on for church events. The volunteerism of our two churches was inspiring. We are working well
together and getting to know each other better with each event. The Lion’s Club is an organization guided
by their good works and an example for us all to follow! Thank you to Tom Brown, church member and
Lion’s Club member, who helped secure the volunteers. You are all such wonderful, special people, and
thanks will never be enough!! The next Feeding America event will be at Kinross Recreation Center in
October. More information will be provided later.
God Bless you all, Jackie Willey, “Hands On” team of the Vision Committee
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"Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can."
John Wesley
1701-1791

