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 The Pastor’s Perspective 
    

  Dear Ones in Christ, 
 

     As I sit down to write this, three years have transpired since I came to be your pastor. My! How me flies. Do you recall 
how hot it was that July 2018? All my belongings were being held for ransom it seemed and would not arrive until the end 
of July. Algonquin had a “new home” shower for me so I had some supplies to keep me going in the interim. Whites gave 
me one of their Keurig’s. Rogers gave me dishes, glasses, and pans to get by. Someone left homemade soup on the doorstep, 
and I had to research who it was—thank you Jackie! Many of you invited me to spend time with you so that my first days 
were filled with a warm welcome. Someone took me to Greta’s shop “Casual Lifestyle” on Ashmun Street. I found a couple 
lightweight dresses to wear for worship. Good memories! 

     One long summer afternoon, I was complaining about how long and boring a particular day was turning out to be. My 
mom said something at the time that I dismissed as fodder to just get me out of the house. However, over the years I have 
discovered she was right! “The older you get the quicker the years go.”  Have you 
found this to be true? 

     When you look back over the past year, what do you remember? Do your memories 
bring a smile to your face and your heart? Or do they bring sadness or a creasing of your 
brows? For certain, this past year has been difficult. But in the midst of hardship, we can 
find God’s presence and experience love from the people in our lives. Most of the time, 
this happens not when we are looking for it but when we are doing something for some-
one else. I imagine that all of you who were so welcoming to me during those first couple 
months have fond memories  of those mes too.  

     I’m blessed with an op mism that has the ability to remember and focus on the good 
memories. Oh, don’t get me wrong, there are hard and difficult life experiences in my 
past. We all have them. Some people have more hardship than others. But since the days 
are quickly passing, I choose to focus on the posi ve, on God’s blessings—looking to the 
future with a hopeful op mism that God is with me, with us, leading the way. I believe 
God will use me (and us) to help bring love and light to the people and places in our com-
munity, if we are willing. 

     In the days and months ahead, we will do our best to listen and respond to God’s 
leading, trus ng in our communal listening and discerning. We need each of you, every 
single one of you, on this pilgrimage to follow Jesus. So it is my prayer that you will step forward in whatever way that 
looks like for you and say, “Yes! I want to be a part of what the Holy Spirit is doing in this place, in my church and commu-
nity.” 

There is no me to waste. The days are only going to get shorter and quicker (figura vely and literally!). May God bless you. May God 
keep you and those you love safe this summer. 

Grateful to be with you on this journey,   
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  PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR SOLDIERS.... 
 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and  
their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.      

 

      Gavin Povey, the grandson of Diana and Ron Morgan, is in the Air Force and stationed in Great Falls,      
Montana.  His wife, Jewel, is also in the Air Force and also in Montana.   

     Sawyer Ball, the son of Marcia and Carl Ball, is with the U.S. Army and stationed at Fort Stewart, Georgia.  
He lives there with his wife, Sherry, and family.    

     Brent Johnson is stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force. He is married to Catherine, and she 
is also in the Air Force, in Intelligence.   His grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.   

     Command Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg, in Fayette, N. C.  He is the son of John 
Lutz and the late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson. 

     CW4 Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia, and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter.  
His parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan, and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.                                  

                          
We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their 

loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space. Please make your editors or 
the church office aware of them. 
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ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES MISSION:                               

CONNECTING ALL PEOPLE TO GOD BY BUILDING BRIDGES OF CARING,                              

OUTREACH AND ACCEPTANCE 

  

 

Rev. Paul Raappana will be preaching and covering for Pastor Vickie while she is on        
vacation on June 27, August 1, and August 8.              

     Rev. Raappana grew up in Copper Country, attended Suomi college (now Finlandia University) at the same 
time as John Huhtala, former pastor at CUMC. He then attended Northern Michigan University, and   Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago. He was ordained on June 29, 1969. He served a three point parish in Marquette 
County, Faith in the Sault, Salem in Shell Lake, WI, and St. James in Rudyard. He is married to Sandee and they 
have a daughter, Saara Raappana, who is married to Eric Doise. Their cats are Sami (age 19) and Pekka (age 18). 
Rev. Paul teaches Tai Chi for Arthritis and has painted many icons.   

We look forward to having Rev. Raappana here worshipping with us! 



                                     NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY  
 

                                                          HELP NEEDED!!       

We have some opportunities for our church family to be of help, in various ways, so please choose what    
appeals to you! 

     BACK PACK PROGRAM: On July 11, after church, Central’s Outreach committee will be having a 
“Coffee” in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a batch of your favorite cookies to share and be served along 
with the coffee.  We will be taking donations for the Back Pack Program. 

     Submitted by Kris Donarski 

     “FEEDING AMERICA”: We are in need of volunteers for another “Feeding America” truck that will 
arrive at the Recreation Center in Kinross on July 7th.  More help is needed this time because the boxes will 
have to be filled by us!  We plan to meet at 2:00 p.m. to set up and fill boxes with food, then distribute the 
boxed food between 4 and 6 p.m.  If you can help, please call me at 635-1673. 

     Submitted by Jackie Willey 

     “FLAME’ ASSEMBLY: Help is needed to assemble pages, and put stickers and labels on  our            
newsletter.  We do 10 issues a year, and it is put together during the last week of the month.  Depending upon 
the number of volunteers, it would take about 2 hours.  We would like to have teams of 3 or 4 available.  
Please call Sherry at the church office (632-8672) and she will schedule you.   

 

 

 

 WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD TAILGATE PARTY*                     
August 21, 2021 (early evening)                                                   

Algonquin UMC, 1604 W. Fourth Ave., SSM 

Special Musical Guest: Marty Feldhake 
Free will offering for Anchor House Christian Ministry at LSSU 

 

 

 

 

 

*This event is sponsored by the Central and Algonquin Vision Team.  We will be inviting members of both 
congregations to join in and help with food, fun, and spreading the word about this event.                              

Mark your calendars and plan to join us!  
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The Church Office will be open on a shorter schedule  
for vacations and the July 4th holiday. 

Email will be checked periodically.  
In case of emergency please call the Pastor on her cell 708-494-1877. 

 
              The office will only be open on following dates from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

                  June 30, July 2, July 7, July 9.   On July 12th, the church office will                              
reopen for regular hours, M-W-F from 10:00am to 4:00pm 

Pastor Vickie will be on vacation July 26th through August 8. She will spend a week at the 
cottage in Petoskey with family. Then Dan and PV will head to Chicago in the Motorhome. 
They will be camping at Illinois Beach State Park and traveling into Chicago via Metra train 
to enjoy some of the things that PV misses from Chicago. Seeing friends and attending a 
CUBS game are also planned.  

If you have a pastoral emergency during those two weeks, please call Rev. Paul Raappana at (906) 635-4702. 
He is expecting your call so please do not hesitate to contact him if necessary. PV will be back in the office on 
Monday, August 9.  
 

  

NEWS FROM THE CRAFT WORKSHOP 

     The Bazaar craft workshop is still meeting each Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to noon on the 2nd floor of the 
Educational wing.  Even if you don’t like craft work, come by for a visit, coffee and whatever treat someone 
brings in to share.   

     With the increased cost of wood and no craft sale last year that was open to the public, United Methodist 
Women have to be cautious with our money.  We are asking if anyone who has 1", 3/4" or ½" pieces of wood 
left over from one of their projects that they would be willing to donate to us, it would be greatly      appreciated!  
Call me at 635-1673 or 906-203-4332 and I can pick it up, or you can drop off any wood at the church on 
Wednesdays or Sundays. 

     Jackie Willey and the Workshop Crew 

  

  

                       SUMMER RUMMAGE SALE 

Central’s rummage sale, which will raise funds to benefit our Back Pack Program, will be 
held August 19, 20 and 21, 2021.  On the 19th and 20th it will be from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
and on the 21st it will be from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  You can bring your items, beginning on 
August 8, to the tables which will be set up in the Fellowship Hall.  It is best to bring them on 
the Monday, Wednesday or Friday when the church secretary is present and can buzz you in 
at the Court St. door.  You can also bring them on Sunday when the church is open for ser-
vices.  If you need to bring your items at another time, please phone Diana Morgan (632-

2356) and she will make arrangements to admit you.  Workers are still needed—contact Diana to volunteer!   
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                         A FOND GOODBYE 

     We bid some members of our church family a reluctant, but fond goodbye. 

     Bruce Campbell and his brother moved to Escanaba in mid June, to be nearer to     
      Barb’s daughter, Heather, and her family. 
 
     Mike and Laurel Arenivar and their children, Maryn, Jenna, Peter and Ilah, 

are going to Mike’s new Coast Guard assignment this summer.  Their new address will be 977 Culp Court,      
Astoria, Oregon 97103, and they would love to hear from their Sault Ste. Marie friends.      

     Andree Watson will be moving at the end of July, with her 13 year old doggie, Jake.  She will be going 
to either Caledonia or Byron Center, which is the Grand Rapids area, where she will be nearer to family.  
Andree and Joe moved back to the Sault in 2000, upon Joe’s retirement.     

   We will miss all of them very much , but we wish them every blessing in their new homes.    

 

Farewell to the Arenivar Family:  A farewell picnic for the Arenivar family was held at the home of the 
pastor on June 11th and a farewell blessing was held in church on June 20th.  The following are some  pic-
tures from those two occasions.   
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The Kick-Off The Summer Picnic on June 6th was a BIG Hit!!                          
Thank you to all who came and made the day extra special. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next joint summer together is a Tailgate Party on August 21st.  

See page 3 of this newsletter for more details. 

A REMINDER: The deadline for material to be submitted for our next Flame, the September 2021   
issue, is August 15, 2021 at noon.                                                                        
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Christian Education and Family Ministry 

Nursery and Young Christian Worship will continue through the summer, except on the Family Worship       
Sundays when all children are invited to join Sunday Worship in the sanctuary.  Family Worship Sundays are 
June 20th, July 18th, and August 22nd. 

Christian Education continues to work on our plans for children, youth, and family ministries for this fall.   
We are hopeful Family Night will resume on Wednesday evenings beginning in September. 
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WELCOME NEWCOMERS!! 

Diana and Ron Morgan have recently welcomed their 5th and 6th 
great grandchildren!   

Senna Mae Greengtski was born April 7, 2021 in Ravenna, Michigan.  She weighed 
7lbs, 9 oz.  Her parents are Destiny and Ben Greengtski and her grandmother is    
Carrie DeWeese.   

Eli Morgan Povey was born May 20, 2021 in Great Falls, Montana.  He weighed     
6 lbs., 5 oz.  His parents are Jewel and Gavin Povey and his grandparents are Valerie 
and Rob Povey.                                                                                                                                               

 

                   

Vacation Bible School 
KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE 

VBS take-home packets will be ready for pick-
up on July 14th at Faith Lutheran                    

from 4:30-6:30pm. 

     Children must be registered to receive     
packets.  Registration can be completed through 
Sherry at the church office or with Kay.  Each 
child grades K-6 will receive materials (science, 
story, snack and craft activities) for three Bible 
stories: David and Goliath, Paul and Silas in 
Prison, and Jesus Walks on Water.  

     Preschool packets will be available for the    
3-4 year olds at Algonquin and Central. Please 
call Kay Miller at 573-754-3212 for a preschool 
packet.  The packets are designed for children to 
complete at home and can be a family activity.  

   Eli Morgan Povey 



            

ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1604 W Fourth  Avenue   

                       Sault Ste Marie, MI 49783  
 

Worship Servants are: 

July 4 -  liturgist Jim Atkins, communion steward Bernita Sibbald, greeter Laura Anderson     

  and usher Bob Sibbald 

July 11 -   liturgist Bev Atkins, greeter Bev Harwood and on-line host Bev Atkins 

July 18  -  greeter Sandy Gaus, on-line host Rachel Pratt 

July 25 -  liturgist Emily Anderson, greeters Ed and Grace Rousseau, on-line host Bernita Sibbald 

August 1 -  communion steward Bernita Sibbald, greeter Sandy Gaus, usher Bob Sibbald 

August 8 -  greeter Rachel Pratt, on-line host Mary Beth Vollick 

August 15 - liturgist Bev Atkins, greeters Bob and Bernita Sibbald, on-line host Bev Atkins 

August 29 - greeter Janice Wilson, on-line host Bernita Sibbald 

Algonquin members raised $186.00 for the UMC Hunger Initiative with the change jar offerings. 

Submitted by Bernita Sibbald 

	

																	RECIPE	ROUNDUP	CORNER	

(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central 
Churches. We invite the sharing of your favorite recipes. Just write 
them out, include your name, and turn them into the box marked for 
“The Flame” outside of our secretary’s office, or email them to 
Barb Larson at blarson1517@charter.net It can be desserts, en-
trees, beverages, appetizers, etc.) 

                           ICE CREAM DESSERT 

(This is an excellent and an easy dessert for those hot summer 
days!)  

Spread 1 roll of crumbled Ritz crackers in a 9x13" pan. 

Spread with 1 stick of melted oleo. 

Mix together: ½ gallon ice cream,  8 oz. Cool Whip and  2 small 
packages of dry instant coconut cream pudding. 

Pour over cracker layer.  Crush more Ritz crackers and sprinkle 
over the top.  Freeze. 

Submitted by Dorothy Morley  
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  Camp Michigamme is open for the 2021 camping year.  Camp officials will be working with local and 
state government regulations throughout the summer..  Registration for the camp is open at full  capacity.   

2021 Schedule  -  Registration is Open!! 

Youth Camp—$350 per week 

 

(Ages represent the grade camper is attending prior to camp.) 

July 5-10 - Survivor Camp (TV Show) - Grades 1-9 

July 11-17 - H20 Games Camp – Grades 1-9 

July 18-24 - Olympic Games Camp - Grades 1-9 

July 25-31 - Narnia Camp - Games 1-9 

August 1-7 - Disney Explosion Camp - Grades 1-9 

August 8-14 - Super Heroes Camp - Grades 1-9 

If you are interested in any of the above listed camps, contact Sherry in the church office for more        
information. The church will be paying half of  the cost of the camps from the                                     

Dubow, Poppink and Holiday camp funds  
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    BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES 

CENTRAL BIRTHDAYS  

        July 1  - Matthew Wilkinson   August 1  - Seth Baker                                         
 July 6  - Kevin Larson                       August 12 - Julie Hill    
 July 7  - Nancy Kirkpatrick    August 13 - John Wilkinson                          
 July 9  - Andrew Baker (7th)   August 14 - Laurel Arenivar                          
 July 11 - Grady Hartman (13th)   August 22 - Barb CooK                                            
 July 18 - Maryn Arenivar (10th)                                                                                                     
 July 18 - Jenna Arenivar (10th) 

                                                  CENTRAL ANNIVERSARIES 

July 12 - Laurel and Michael Arenivar (13th)                                                               
July 14 - Nancy and Doug Kirkpatrick (42nd)                                                              

July 22 - Amy and Gar Artley (15th)                              
  July 23 - Katelyn and Nick Bell (5th)                                                                    

August 2 - Megan and Nate Moran (7th)                                                                  
August 4  - Gayle and Bob Johnson (59rd)                                                                  

August 8  - Colleen and Bernie Arbic (57th)                                                                 
August 17 - Kara and Dave LaLonde (30th)                                                                 

August 23 - Marge and Earl Tomlinson (63rd) 

                                                   
 ALGONQUIN BIRTHDAYS 

 July 1  - Jim Shea     August 9  - Katie Plitz                                        
 July 3  - Amanda Shea                                           August 17 - Madelyn Collia                           
 July 7  - Emily Smith                                        August 20 - Jackie HarwoodJ                        
 July 17 - Ashley Harwood    August 20 - Grace Rousseau                         
 July 18 - Sandy Gaus    August 25 - Jerry Harwood                           
 July 19 - Kaitlyn Anderson (18th)   August 27 - Janice Wilson                           
 July 23 - Mason Atkins (10th)   August 27 - Ryan Atkins                           
 July 23 - Susan Belleau    August 29 - Mary Beth Vollick   
 July 26 - Peter Pratt                                                                                                                            
 July 28—Sandy Ellis 
                                                

ALGONQUIN ANNIVERSARIES 
 July 12  - Marcia and Sam White (55th)                                                                   

July 29 - Mary Beth and Todd Vollick                                                                     
August 23  - Michele and Peter Pratt (19th)                                          
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Algonquin & Central UMC’s invite you to 

Church Retreat at Camp Michigamme 

October 8-10, 2021 

All Ages and Families Welcome 
 

 

     Have you ever been to church camp? Family camp? Retreat? We are rolling all these into one fun-filled, 
memorable weekend. Our goals for this event: Have fun, relax, and spend time with God, nature, people we 
love, and people we will come to love.  Can you imagine Camp Michigamme the second weekend in        
October? It will be spectacular!  

 

     We are making this accessible to all who want to come. There are a variety of cabin options—
multigenerational families; friends together; singles together; and two RV spots!  

     Our retreat theme is Leaning into Leadership: We Are Led Before We Lead. We will explore how our 
leadership can be inspired and shaped by the story of Jesus of Nazareth. We need YOU there to make it com-
plete!  

 

Tentative Schedule: 

Friday, 10/8: dinner, opening session 

Saturday, 10/9: meals, sessions, afternoon unscheduled 

Sunday, 10/10: worship, brunch 

Costs for Weekend: TBD by August 1 

 

To reserve your spot, we need a list of who is coming, ages, and a deposit of $25.00 per person (checks 
should be made out to “Camp Michigamme”) by September 10th. For more information contact the church 
office or Pastor Vickie. 
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Our Five‐Year Vision: Algonquin and Central UMC’s will be growing, dynamic,                           
and loving bridges between God and community.  

Our timeline: Process began in Fall 2019; launched vision to two congregations in January 2021.  

The information below is our Vision Framework of how we plan to reach our five year goal. This is a continuous 
process and not in stone. We have a one year goal, 4 three-year goals, all pointing us toward God’s vision for us 

in five years.  As things evolve, if we have to adjust, we will. We already have!  

 

OUR MISSION: What we are doing 
Connecting all people to God by building bridges of caring, outreach and acceptance.  

OUR VALUES: Why we are doing it 
Christ-Centered Gratitude demonstrated by giving time and talents through personal service 

Foundation of Tradition demonstrated by maintaining the legacy while embracing                                                        

God’s vision for the future 

Building Connections demonstrated by facilitating growth for all people 

Sincere Welcome demonstrated by everyone is family 

Cultivating Relationships demonstrated by trust, intimacy, and non-judgmental interaction 

OUR STRATEGY: How we will do it 
By Gathering, Growing, Giving 

 

OUR MEASURES: What it will look like 

 Building relationships                                                                           

 Uniting to follow Jesus Christ                                                                                   

 Inspiring to serve                                                                     
 Loving inclusively                                                                       
 Developing an understanding of God’s truth 

All of this work is Biblically based. We are constantly seeking God’s guidance through scripture, 

prayer, gathering together, and intentional discernment. We trust that the Holy Spirit is the  

beacon of light we follow and the teachings of Jesus the foundational lighthouse guiding the Way. 
 

This vision is for all of us who are here now at Algonquin & Central UMC’s and for the people that                                                
God will bring into our community. How can you get involved? Is there an area that interests you?                                                

Has God laid something on your heart that connects with this?                                                                                
Please see Pastor Vickie or a member of the vision team: Colleen Arbic, Bev & Jim Atkins,                                                       

Emily & Seth Baker, Raymond Bell, Terri Bush, Barb Carlisle, Sherry Hutchins, Marcia Jenkins‐Ball,                                               
Kay Miller, Mary Beth & Todd Vollick, Cathy & John Wilkinson, Jackie Willey.                                                                  

(Con nued on the next page) 
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Con nued from previous page: 

Our Five‐Year Vision: Algonquin and Central UMC’s will be growing, dynamic,                      
and loving bridges between God and community.  

If you want more information on WHY we believe we need this vision focus at this time, read this. 

Paint the Picture:  

 The church in community: 

The church in a community is the hands and feet of Christ. Purposeful 
relationships provided through the efforts of the church strengthen God’s pres-
ence in the world’s communities. Together as a faith body, we serve our parish-
ioners, our community, and the wider world. Need exists on many levels, and we 
understand that those whose basic necessities are in question must have those 
needs met first. Therefore, we provide refuge, access to vital resources, and 
bridges of connection to each other, to a higher purpose on Earth, and to God.  

The church in connection: 

Connection also exists on many levels. Human connection is a basic need from the earliest days of 
life; a helpless baby cannot survive without the loving touch of its caregivers. Godly connection is a spiritual 
need that provides purpose and depth in our most intimate human relationships as well as those across the 
world’s populations. Spiritual potential can only be reached when basic needs are met and when isolation is 
conquered, so our faith compels us to a larger reason for living: to serve others where they are in need by 
providing connections at all levels.  

The church in perspective: 

With this perspective, we raise our vision: to build and maintain bridges of hope and inspiration to 
facilitate meaningful connections so that all of God’s people, near or far, can reach their destined potential 
and foster further spiritual growth in others. A community of believers is the foundation of a Christ-centered 
revolution to bring material relief, love, and spiritual growth to the multitudes. What will be your role in the 
revolution?  (written by Emily Baker & Sherry Hutchins) 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO A HIGHER                                                  EDUCATION GRADUATE    

 

     Journey Gleason has graduated Cum Laude from Ferris State       
University with an Applied Science degree in Radiography.  While      
attending Ferris, Journey was involved in the honors program.  She also 
enjoyed the United Methodist Church Wesley House, where she volun-
teered for a Florida mission trip to help aid hurricane relief.  She is      
currently completing her internship with War Memorial Hospital and 
plans on staying in the Sault to continue her health career.  Journey is the 
daughter of Mark and Marcie Gleason and the granddaughter of the late 
Gilbert and Maxine Gleason.    
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The street sign board of Algonquin United Methodist Church always has significant                      
and timely messages on it.  Here are some recent ones:     

 
"Need a new life?  God does trade-ins." 

 
                "If you stumble, make it part of the dance." 

                           
 “ATM inside:  Atonement, Truth, Mercy" 

 
  "God loves us to the moon and back"  


