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1. Nothing has been decided, even if the media and those who

are sharing the proposal make it seem as if this is a done deal.

2. Each individual congregation has a responsibility to continue ministering in the midst of
the struggle to those in need in our community.

#1: We are United Methodists, and our lives together are decided by the General Conference
(the body of laity and clergy persons from around the world comprises about 1,000 delegates)
which comes together every four years. The General Conference (GC) is the only body that
speaks for the UMC as a whole. Whatever agreements or proposals that have been discussed are

all preliminary until GC. The most recent proposal is one of many that will come before the
delegates for their discernment.

General Conference is May 5 - 15, 2020. Right on the heels of that will be our own MI Area
Annual Conference, May 28 - 31, 2020.

While we live in these uncertain times, might I be so bold to say—this is not the time for you
to leave your church, no matter where you find yourself in the midst of the struggle. And no
matter our differences, it is critical that as the body of Christ in this place, members and friends
are able to lovingly talk to each other. But probably more importantly, we need to take the time
to listen to each other and not make assumptions or be critical of each other.

#2: John 13:34-35 (Jesus said) "I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

(Continued on the next page)




The Pastor’s Perspective Continued:

It's a rare person who can love someone with the depth, breath, and measure of how our Lord loves us!! [
know I fall far short of being able to do it. But now more than ever, we need to try. Let us carry these words

with us in all we say and do in the days to come. Please pray for Central UMC and Algonquin UMC and the
United Methodist Church.

My desire is to provide a space where we can be honest about our concerns and questions. I
am available to listen and talk with you anytime. Get in touch with me and we will set up a time
to talk. God is with us. Let us not forget to seek God's face!

Serving our Lord together,

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
; ‘ = 4”@ Dan Robinson and I invite you to our upcoming wedding on Saturday, February 15" at
’ 11:30 a.m. A reception will be held before the service from 10:00 a.m. - 11:15 am. Both
will be held at Central. No gifts - just your presence would be a blessing to us!
Pastor Vickie

THE FAMILIES OF BOTH THE ALGONQUIN AND CENTRAL CHURCHES SEND
THEIR BLESSINGS AND BEST WISHES TO PASTOR VICKIE AND DAN ROBINSON
FOR A VERY HAPPY LIFE TOGETHER!

RECIPE ROUNDUP CORNER

(We know we have many wonderful cooks in Algonquin and Central Churches. We invite the sharing of your
Javorite recipes. Just write them out, include your name, and turn them into the box marked for “The Flame” outside of

our secretary’s office, or email them to Barb Larson at blarsonl517@charter.net It can be desserts, entrees, beverages,
appetizers, elc.)

Cherry Angel Cream Cake

(This makes a nice “Valentine-like” dessert)

One 10-12 oz. angel food cake (purchased or home made, as you prefer)

One 14 oz, Eagle Brand sweetened condensed milk 1 cup cold water
1 teaspoon almond extract 1 small instant vanilla pudding
8 oz. Cool Whip 2 cans cherry pie filling

Cut cake into 1/4" slices. Arrange Y of the cake in the bottom of a 9x13" pan. In a large bowl combine Eagle
Brand milk, water and extract. Mix well. Add pudding and mix well. Chill for 5 minutes. Fold in Cool Whip.
Spread ¥; of the cream mixture over cake slices. Top with 1 can of the cherry filling. Arrange rest of the cake

slices. Mix remaining cream mixture with the 2™ can of the pie filling and spread on top. Chill 4 hours until
set.

Submitted by Julie Hill -2-




In his first Joyful Journey blog of 2020, Bishop David Bard writes about important tasks before
The Michigan Conference of The UMC ... ministry work, soul work, and grief work.

Perhaps some of you are familiar with the beautiful words of Howard Thurman’s,
“The Work of Christmas.”

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among people,

To make music in the heart.

I have been pondering those words in recent days as we begin a new year, a new decade. I have been
thinking about them as tensions with Iran have escalated following the killing of an Iranian general,
which followed the deaths of Americans in Iraq. Our president has said that he does not wish to start a
war, and I think we will need to hold him and other elected officials to that as part of the work of
rebuilding nations, the work of the Prince of Peace whose birth we have just celebrated.

I have been thinking about these words as we head into another presidential election year. The
divisions in our country are significant, often accompanied by anger and the use of words as weapons.
How might we, followers of Jesus Christ, be leaven, calming tempers and promoting genuine
conversation? How might we remind ourselves and others of the common good, of the importance of
the general welfare which has to do with healing the broken, feeding the hungry, setting free?

I have been thinking about Thurman’s words particularly in light of the release of the Protocols of
Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation®, a proposal for the future of The United Methodist
Church. I have said that I think this is a hopeful development even as I am saddened by the idea of
separation. I need to be clear, that this is only a proposal and there is a long road ahead in the coming
months for this proposal to become legislation which might then become an official United Methodist
Church agreement approved by the delegates of General Conference. I am committed to meeting with
our Michigan delegation to discuss this proposal and look forward to hearing their ideas and feedback. I
am looking forward to wider conversations within our conference about this proposal.




PRAYER WHEEL FOR OUR SOLDIERS

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and
their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Christopher VerHaagh, son of Loretta and Mike VerHaagh, is an aviation electrician in
the U.S. Navy. He is assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron VFA-83 and works on F-18 Super Hornets. He lives
at Virginia Beach with his wife Alexis.

Gavin Povey, grandson of Diana and Ron Morgan, is in his 2™ enlistment in the U.S. Air Force and is
stationed at Vandenberg Air Base in California. He is in the conservation section and tends to the Air Force
horses.

Sawyer Ball, the son of Carl Ball and Marcia-Jenkins Ball, is with the U.S. Army and assigned to Fort
Stewart, Georgia, where he lives with his wife Sherry and family.

Samantha Huhtala is a Lance Corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps and is a crew chief on a UH-1Y Venom
Light Attack Helicopter, currently stationed in Afghanistan. She is the daughter of Sheila and John Huhtala, Jr.,
the granddaughter of Rev. John and Karen Huhtala and the niece of Kara LaLonde.

Brent Johnson is a pilot stationed at Dover, Delaware with the U.S. Air Force. He is married to Catherine,
who is also in the Air Force and is in Intelligence. His grandparents are Gayle and Bob Johnson.

Sgt. Major John Todd Lutz is stationed at Fort Bragg in Fayette, N.C. He is the son of John Lutz and the
late Carol Lutz and the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.

CW4 Sam Morgan is stationed in Savannah, Georgia and is the commander of a Black Hawk helicopter.
His parents are Virginia and Terry Morgan and he is the nephew of Tom and Harriette Robinson.

The First Battalion, IV Marines, was deployed to the Mid-East in June 2019. This is the former service
unit of Mike Worley.

We would like to extend prayers and recognition beyond our church family to anyone who would like their
loved ones, friends or acquaintances mentioned for special prayers in this space, to please make your editors or
the church office aware of them.




ALGONQUIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1604 W Fourth Avenue
Sault Ste Marie, M1
Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m.

Many thanks to our congregation for their generous support of our Christmas donation requests. Because of
you, 12 grocery gift certificates were handed out, two trips were made to Sault High School with groceries for
their food pantry, 2 jackets were taken to the Great Lakes Recovery Women’s Center, 15 jackets and 3 bags of
mittens, hats, scarves and socks were taken to the Washington School. All donations were very much
appreciated! Shown in the pictures below are the jackets and the mittens, hats, scarves and socks on the tree.

Following is a list of the Chrisimas poinsettias given at our church. They were in memory of:

Loren and Bev Sibbald and Donna Greiner by Bob & Bemita Sibbald
Gayle Crabb and Bev and Pat Daley by Brad Crabb

Richard Gaus by Sandy Gaus

Howard Vollick by Todd & Mary Beth Vollick

Tom and Alice O’Neal by Todd & Mary Beth Vollick

Lorayne and Guy LaCross by Randy & Sharon Bennett

Vincent, Dorothy and Patti Lewis by Susan Bellean

Doris Robinson by Dan Robinson

Ken and Alma Fowler, Richard Scoit and Jim Wilson by Lillie Dost & Janice Wilson
Howard and Maizie Atkins by Sam & Marcia White

Ron Harwood by Bev, Jerry, Jackie & Ashley

Clara and Eugene Atkins and Bob and Jean Smith by Bev & Jim Atkins
Janet and Farrell Elliott by Terri, Kenny & Bill

Our Parents by Ed & Grace Rousseaun

Submitted by Bev Atkins




Family Ministry News

In December we practiced and performed “The King’s Birthday” pageant. Fifteen children and
youth participated in the program. The youngest children played “Twinkle, Twinkle Christmas
Star” on the bells, and the older children demonstrated their skills on the bells by playing “loy
to the World”. The children sang two songs “Twinkle, Twinkle, Christmas Star” and “Silent

Night”. The congregation joined in with other Christmas carols, as the children narrated and
acted out the Christmas story.

Children worship the baby Jesus in
the stable.

Thanks to a scholarship from the Michigan Conference and support from our church, | was able
to attend The Children’s Pastors Conference in Orlando, Florida. It was a wonderful experience,
full of excitement and great ideas for children’s ministry. |also had the opportunity to network
with children’s leaders from other Michigan United Methodist Churches. We will continue to

stay in touch with each other, share ideas and colaborate to strengthen the children’s ministries
in all our churches.

While the Christmas season was wonderful and | enjoyed working with the children on the
performance of the pageant, | am also very grateful to be back working with the Dig in
Curriculum from Group Publishing, picking up where we left off in November. So far in January
the children and the leaders have discussed God’s loyalty to the Israelite people, and to us even
when we sometimes forget to trust him. We learned about prayer and about God as our

defender. Upcoming topics are God values people, God is praiseworthy, and God speaks, so we
listen.

Thank you, everyone who has signed up to help with the Wednesday night meals! Thank you
also to everyone who is thinking about signing up and hasn’t done so yet. The sign up sheet is
in the back of the church. We appreciate you! The children and parents appreciate you!

Kay Miller, Family Ministry Coordinator




NOTES AND NOTEWORTHY

February 26, 2020 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten season.

EPIPHANY 2020

February 2nd is the 4th Sunday after Epiphany, and the focus scripture will be Psalm 15 and Matthew
5:1-12. The sermon title will be "God's Promise of Blessing."

February 9th is the 5th Sunday after Epiphany and the focus scripture will be Psalm 112:1-10 and Matthew
5:13-10. The sermon title will be "God's Promise of Guidance."

February 16th is the 6th Sunday after Epiphany and the guest preacher will be Marty Feldhake and the LSSU
Anchor House students.

February 23 is the Sunday of the Transfiguration of Our Lord and the guest preacher will be Erica Thomas,
the director of Camp Michigamme.

CONGRATULATIONS to..... q »
&
..... Cathy Wilkinson, who in December passed her National Boards in teaching. @, W
. 1060

..... Marcie Gleason who was recognized on the TV 9/10 program, “The Four,” on e JE
January 14" as she was named “Teacher of the Week.” She teaches 3™ grade at Lincoln
Elementary.

..... Grady Hartman who was selected as December’s Student of the Month for the 5™ grade at Sault Middle
School.
NOTES OF THANKS.....

I would like to thank our whole church family for the prayers, cards, thoughts, and generous gifts of food
and money at the passing of my beloved partner, Ron Buckler. He was a good Christian man and will be much
missed. Without the help of all of my church this difficult time would have been ever so much harder.

Thank you again, so very much, and God bless all of you.

Kathy Packman

I would like to thank the Algonquin Church for the food gift certificate you gave to me for Christmas. It was
so thoughtful of you to think of me and I can’t tell you how much it was appreciated. Iam so blessed to have
such a loving and caring church family.

Sue Mackie




Fawi 9 /@ WE EXTEND OUR CONDOLENCES.....

oy Ron Buckler passed away in Petoskey, Michigan on November 21, 2019 at the age of 69.
He was born in Highland Park, Michigan on January 23, 1950. He had one brother, who is
deceased, and a sister, Peggy Buckler, who lives in Simie Valley, California. He was employed at Soo Plastics/
Key Plastics until their closing, He enjoyed fishing and working on motors and engines. We send our
condolences to Kathy Packman, his partner since 1998.

Al (“Tooie”) Woodgate passed away on December 30, 2019 at War Memorial Hospital in Sault Ste. Marie.
He was born in Sault Ste. Marie on May 6, 1926. He was a member of the “Greatest Generation,” a World War
II veteran, who served in the 79the Infantry Division and was attached to the Nuremberg War Trials at the end of
the war. He worked for the Corps of Engineers as a diesel engineer and was the captain of the tug Fredrick. He
retired from there after 41 years. He was married to Joanne, who predeceased him, for 68 years. He was very
active in the Sault Pee Wee hockey program. He was a member of Central United Methodist Church. He and
Joanne had two sons, Hal (Sharon) of the Sault, and Rick (Wendy) of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, as well as 5
grandchildren, 14 great grandchildren and 2 great great grandchildren.

We send our condolences to Tim and Susie Talentino on the passing of Tim’s mother, Rose Talentino.
Rose was a Sault Ste. Marie native, born on January 10, 1947, and she passed away on January 2, 2020. She
matried Jim Talentino on May 22, 1965 and they had two sons, Tony (Lesley) and Tim (Susy). Nico, Noah and
Melina are among their five grandchildren and there are also two great grandchildren.

-..And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.....Revelation 7:17b

CENTRAL CHILD CARE CENTER (4 C’S)

As the Center searches for a new director, we ask you for your prayers during this transition. The children
are the prime focus and are still being cared for by the same capable and loving staff. We are grateful that
Sherry Hutchins has the qualifications and has stepped to the plate to be the temporary full-time director. Diane
Bell is also contributing a great deal of time to keep the Center running smoothly.

We have aneed for |
toys for children '
between the ages of
one and three years of
age. New or slightly
used toys will be
greatly appreciated by
the children and staff.

The children had fun at their Christmas party singing songs and eating wonderful treats. In the picture above,
the children are singing a parody of “ Baby Shark,” called “Santa Shark.”

Thank you for caring for our Center and children. Linda Beaumont, 4 C’s Board Vice-Chair
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A REMINDER: THE DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL TO BE SUBMITTED FOR OUR

NEXT FIAME, THE MARCH 2020 ISSUE, IS FEBRUARY 15, 2020 AT NOON.

MISSIONS/OUTREACH

We delivered Christmas baskets of food and toys to eight families. We would like to thank everyone who
donated items or helped with packaging and delivery.

We are serving 21 families through our Backpack Program at Lincoln School.

We are still taking donations of socks, mittens and scarves for the Mitten Tree which is located by the 2™
floor elevator.

On February 16™ we will have a special “Valentine Offering of Love” by gathering linens, wash cloths and
towels which will be distributed to our local Diane Peppler Shelter, Great Lakes Recovery and the new Teen
Foster Home.

Kris Donarski is now the chair of the Missions/Qutreach Committee.

Submitted by Jeanne Tubman

Vision Team Update for Central UMC:

The persons on the vision team are: Colleen Arbic, Laurel Arenivar, Emily & Seth Baker, Ginger Bath,
Raymond Bell, Norb Bennin, Terri Bush, Barb Carlisle, Julie Hill, Sherry Hutchins, Marcia Jenkins-Ball, Sharon
Jones, Tom Robinson, Jeanne Tubman, John & Cathy Wilkinson, Jackie Willey and Pastor Vickie.

Our first meeting in 2020 was January 5th. Meetings are scheduled for February 9 & 23; March 1, 15, 29; and

April 19. Thank you for accommodating our meetings during fellowship time after worship. This really works
best for all involved.

As you can see by the schedule, we are working hard on your behalf. We anticipate a finished product before
the summer. In the next 100 days of our work, we need your help. We have put together a 100 day prayer journal
that entails some short readings in the Bible, along with room for prayer and reflection.

We started the 100 days on January 13, but if you did not get a journal and want to join us, please do! “A
People Focused on Jesus” is on the front cover. They are in the brochure holder outside the sanctuary doors by
the office. Or you can get in touch with Pastor Vickie or Corinne for a copy.

Submitted by Pastor Vickie




DONATION LEADS TO SURPRISE CHRISTMAS GIFT

What do you get for your parents for Christmas when they have all they want or need - that was the
dilemma of the Jones children and grandchildren this past year. Then they saw the article in the paper where
Central United Methodist Church, through their Endowment Fund, had contributed $15,000 towards the
construction of the new Teen Foster Home. That gave them an idea - so they contacted a member of the
Chippewa County Family Project (CCFP) to see what options were available.

Their choice was to donate a farmhouse-style dining room table in honor of Ben and Sharon, large
enough to seat eight to ten residents and to be constructed by the Sault Schools Career Center (see picture
below). It was chosen because they all knew how important family dinners were to the Ben Jones family, and
hoped the teens would be blessed with similar family dinners at their new home. They also donated dinnerware
and glassware to serve all the residents.

The CCFP’s 5,000 square foot teen foster home is under construction on 3 Mile Road and is slated to
open in June 2020. It will assist some of the estimated 100 homeless teens in the area by providing long-term
accommodations for up to 12 teens (6 girls and 6 boys) and emergency shelter for siblings.

For more information regarding the Teen Foster Home, contact the Chippewa County Family Project at
chippewacountyfamilyproject@gmail.com
Submitted by the Jones Family

WELCOME NEWCOMER

Diana and Ron Morgan welcome a great granddaughter
born on December 8, 2019 in Petoskey. Athena Fierstien
weighed 7 1/2 pounds. Her parents are Adam and Maria
Fierstien and her grandmother is Carric DeWeese. The Morgan family
tends towards boy births, so it is special that this is Ron and Diana’s first
great granddaughter!
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IN HONOR OF-

Russell J. Hoornstra by Dale Hoornstra

Our Granchildren: Beth, Kyle, Andrea, Tyler,
Devin, Cole, Ben, Owen, Ada, Grady and
Wyatt by Ben & Sharon Jones

Our Grandchildren, Courtney, Meagan,
Rowan & Remi by Colleen & Bernie-Arbic

My Family by Vickie Hadaway
My Grandchildren by Dan Robinson

Donna Bourque by Nora Baier

IN MEMORY OF:

Bonnie Arfstrom, Dr. James Fyfie & Ray
Arfstrom by Jamie & Mary Arfstrom

Kimberly Ann Rogers by Larry & Janet
Rogers

Ivan Hartman by Kristen & Grady Hartman
John Bath by Ginger, Mike, Jackie, Bill &
Families

Eleanore Hoornstra by Dale Hoornstra
Joanne Sweeley by the Sweeley Family
Joanne Sweeley by John & Cathy Wilkinson
Joel Arbic & Pearl Arbic by Colleen & Bernie
Arbic

Margaret Atkinson & Jacalyn Rudd by
Audrey Aros & Naomi Tucci

Mr. & Mrs. Vern Ball, Mr & Mrs Anthony
Settember, Mr & Mrs. Wilford Nayback and
James Nayback by Marla Nayback, Tyson &
Aubrey Nayback, Ethan & Amanda Nayback
& Families

-11-

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS AT
CENTRAL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
HAVE BEEN GIVEN
BY THE FOLLOWING:-

Alvin & Marquerita Ball by Carl Ball &
Marcia Jenkins-Ball

Bob & Todd Larson by Barbara Larson

Bob & Todd Larson and Michael Hill by
Dennis & Julie Hill

Gladys Morgan by Ronald & Diana Morgan
Jesse Gillett by Audrey Gillett & Family

Emil Bourque, Robert & Margaret Proulx
by John & Bev Proulx

Ruth & Daryl Fairbanks by the Donarski
Family

Donald & Elizabeth Brown by Tom & Susan
Brown & Family

Andy & Marie Paquin by Fran Pruess,
Andree Watson and Linda & Bob Beaumont

George & Lillian Donnelly by Mary Beth &
Paul Aikens

FOR THE GLORY OF CHRIST BY:
Barbara Cook
Vickie Hadaway




PICTURES FROM THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
(Pictures by Amy Artley)




CENTRAL’S 2019 FINAL FINANCE REPORT

The Finance Committee is charged with the financial planning and stewardship planning of contributions and
expenses of Central United Methodist Church, and they have held five meetings during the 2019 calendar year.
The Committee continues to report the financial position of the Church’s finances through reports provided to
the Administrative Council. All church committee chairs continue to monitor their budgets closely, and
prudently make expenditures as necessary to support the missions of our congregation.

Balance sheet fund balances as of December 31, 2019 are:

General Fund $44,751.04
Memorial Fund $24,842.45
Building Fund $56,079.03

Designated Fund ~ $23,285.05

The General Fund balance is greater than we normally carry, primarily due to a $45,000 transfer from the
Endowment Fund to pay for previously approved projects. The funds will be expended as the projects get
underway in the first six months of 2020.

Noteworthy items associated with the 2019 financials are:
(1) District and Conference Apportionments/Askings were paid in full for the second year in a row.
(2) Pledged contributions exceeded our budget by 14%.
(3) Special offerings (Easter/Christmas) exceeded the budget by 62%.
(4) Expenses for the year came in 13% less than budgeted.
(5) Atyear end, all local bills were paid to date.

The 2019 Stewardship Campaign was held in October, and the theme this year was “Generous Saints Share
Their Time, Treasure and Talents.” To date, 2020 pledges to the General Fund and the Building Fund are
running slightly ahead of the 2019 campaign, and the pledges to apportionments are slightly behind the 2019
campaign. If you haven’t made your commitment for 2020, there is still time.

The 2020 budget is in process, and we are looking to submit it for Administrative Council approval at the
next scheduled meeting.

On behalf of the Finance Committee, we wish to thank the membership for their support and commitment to
the life and mission of our church and the projects and people we support.

Don Wilson, Chairperson

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
I want to send a special thank you to all those who came to extra rehearsals and sang in the Christmas Eve
service, especially Jerry Bell, Bob & Lynn LeCureux, Marlene Mackie, Pat Deatrick, Laurel Arenivar & her
family and Pastor Vickie.

Submitted by Cathy Wilkinson
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BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS AND WISHES

CENTRAL BIRTHDAYS

Febmara 4 - Dale Miller Febmara 14 - Kathg Larson
Fcbmarg 4 - Pat Beanin February 14 - Barbara Larson
February 7 - Donwna Bourque February 15 - Lols Farnsworth (25™)

Febmarg 12 - Corissa Bell

CENTRAL ANNIVERSARIES

February 10 - dlana and Ron Morgan (61%)

ALGONRUIN BIRTHDAYS

February 25 - Bernice Sage
February 28 - Sam wWhite

ALGONRUIN ANNIVERSARIES

Febmara 14 - Wooalg and Laura Anderson
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